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2;1JC?DIJ;H JE FHEJ;9J (+1 71 J>;0 FH;F7H; .
#:BC:J;: FEB?9; M?J> H?EJ I>?:B:1 I1JH;J9> <
D JE H?=>J F71J J>; #EKI|; E< '"EH:Il 71 7 <H;
FHEJ;IJ J7A;1l FB79; ?D J>; IGK7H; ?JI;B< C

7<J;HDEED J>; FEB?9; L7DI 7D: >EHI;I IJ7HJ
H?EJ =;7H #7L?D= <7?B;: JE IJEF F7THB?7C,;
IKHHEKD:;: J>;0 M;H; DEJ =E?D= JE B;J ?J

OEK 97D H;7: ?D I;L;H7B ;0;M?JD;Il 799EKD.

From protest to politics

JK:;DJ C?B?J7D90O :H7MI ED 7 L7H?;J0O E< |
‘NF;H?:D9; EL;H J>; F71J3J JME :;97:;1 CED=
-:9B7?2C J>; .JH;:;JI B?C7J; 7CF C?B?J7DJ
:DL?HEDC;DJ7B?1Jl 7D: J>; :;CEDIJH7J?EDI
C:;;J?D= E< J>; " ?D 'ED:ED [/>;1; :;L;BEF;:
E< D; JMEHA?D= 9EDI;DIK7B EH=7D?17J?ED
IEB?:7H?JO M7H:D;Il E< J>; D7JKH; E< J>;
7D: ?J1 FEB?97?D= J;9>D?GK;l M7l :H7C7J?I;:
EDL;DJ?ED ED (E:;HD '?8;HJO ?D _IKFFE
EH=7D?17J?EDI 7CED= J>;C />; "K7TH:?7D E
7D: J>; 79J?L?1J D;JMEHA )*$ #;DHO +EHJ
M;H; 9E]:?H;9JEHI" />; <7H]B;<J C7?DJ7?D;:
EH=7D?1?D= FH;I;D9; B?L;BO B;<J SBE=EIF
7D: M?J> 7 <E9KI ED 79J?ED 7D: IEB?:7H?JC
'7T8EKH 7D: M71 1J?HH;: KF 80 J>; =;D;H7B ;E
:D9EKH7=;: 80 =HEKF 8BE=1 B?A; '?8;H7B E
[>?H: 1J7J;
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[>:D J>;H; 7TH; J>; '?8;H7B ;CE9H7JI />;0
7CED= I1JK:;DJI 71 F7THJ E< J>; =HEM?D= EFF
C7?D F7HJ?;l />;0 FH;79>;: J>7J FEB?J?9?7
JHKIJ E< OEKD= FilefB;HBKI>JIEBKJI?ED 71 J:
7TBED; 9EKB: 79JK7BBO M?D 1;7J1 7D: 1J70 >
2?2J> J>; I1JK:;DJ LEJ; ?D9H;71?D=BO ?CFEHJ
JEMDI M>;H; J>; '?8 ;CIl :?: M;BB J>;0 >7: =
J>:?H M70 JE FB;:=; ?D MH?J?D=J>7J J>;0
7DO ?D9H;71; ?D <;;1 [>;0 :?: DEJ @KIJ Z8H
M71 7 8;JH707B »~ 9H;7J?D= ?DJ;DIl; 7D=;H 8;
H:9HK?J;: ED J>; ;L;D CEH; ?CFEHJ7DJ FHEC(
M;H; :?<<;H;DJ 7D: MEKB: :E DE IK9> J>?D=

IHEC :H7C7J7?9 >?=>]H?IA <EHCI| E< H;I1?1J7
LEJ?D= <EH B;== 7D: >?1 F7THJO 7BB J>;I; 7
7D: H;79J?E®dtesM ;D; 9EDJH7I1J J>; ;NF;H?;DC
H:9EH:;: ?D J>;I; F7=;1 IK==;1J1 J>7J J>; X<?
M?DJ;H 9EDJ7?DI pbhticsl;;: 1 E< 7

Here is why:

/>; FHEJ;IJ CEL;C;DJ 8EHD ?D J>; M?DJ;H E<
7J J>; JEJ7B?JO E< J>; =EL;HDC;DJJ[I ;9EDEC
J>;H;<EH; ;D=7=;1 M?J> J>; 1J7J;[Il C7TD7=;C;D
7D: FEM;H JJ>; I7C; J?C,; J>; =EL;HDC;DJ[I
I7L; C7THA;J <KD:7C;DJ7B?IC C;7DIl FH;I;HL?D
KDF7H7BB;B;: :;=H;; E< ?D;GK7B?JO ?D J;HCI
8EDKI;I />?1 IKF;H]?D;GK7B?JO >71 BEIJ 7BB
[1?2D9; J>; 9H71> (7HA;J <KD:7C;DJ7B?IC ?1 BI
B;=?J?C790 7 FHE<EKD: I>?<J J>7J EF;DI KF
H;79>?D= 9>7BB;D=;1 JE J>H?L;

*D; E< J>; :H?L;HI E< J>; 9H?I1?1 >71 8;;D 97F"
<EH FHE:K9J?L; JH7DI<EHC7J?ED 71 M;BB 71
J>?1971; J>; KFJKHD?D= E< FHE:K9J?L?JO J>
C?9HE9>?F 7D: J>; ?DJ;HD;J .JK:;DJ E99KF?
9ECFKJ?D= FEM;H ?D J>;?H B7FI1 J>7D ) . M>
HCIJHED= JE J>; CEED .E9?7B D;JMEHA?D=
JH7DI<EHC?D= J>; M70 IE9?7B :;9?I1?EDI 7H;
?21 ?2J1;B< 7 :;<?D?J?ED E< FEB?J?9I
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FEB?J?91 M?J>EKJ 7 9KBJKH; ?I C;H;BO J;9:
7H; 7J J>; <EH;<HEDJ E< 7D ?2CC:;DIl; 9KBJKH7
DEJ D;9;1I7H?BO FEI?J?L; 8KJ J>7J[l J>; FE?
9ED<HEDJ7J?ED ?1 KD:;HM70 [/>?1 TFFEB?;1 ;I
C;7DI1 JE 8; ;:K97J;: 7D: J>;H;<EH; 9KBJKH;:
<KHJ>;H J>7D MEHA?D= 9B7Il1 799;I11 7D: 9EIJ
E< J>; DB?=>J;:DC:;:DJ <HEC >KC7D H?=>J1 JI
H:B?=?EKI| 8;B?;< 7H; ?D FB70
/[>; 2;1JC?DIJ;H I10I1J;C >7| ;DJ;H;: 7D ;D:=7C;
;:K97J?ED >71 8;;D IM;FJ ?DJE J>; :;F7THJC;D.J
J>; HEMD; FHEFEI7BI >7L; 8;9EC; B7TM 7BB .
CEH; >71 8;:D :H?L;:D J>HEK=> M?J>EKJ 7 FHE
J>; ECCEDI B;J 7BED; FH;]B;=?1B7J?L; I9HK.
9>7D9; JE FHEFEI; 7BJ;HD7J?L;l [>;H; ?]1 B?J
:;CE9H790 J>; ZIEL;H;?=DJO E< F7HB?7C;DJ
9>;9AI1 7D: 87B7D9;l >7L; 9;71;: JE ;N?1J ?D J:
:N;9KJ?L; HKB;lI 7D: J>; 9EDIJ?JKJ?ED ?| 8HE
D;;: JE H?EJ
FEB?J?97B FHE9:Il J>7J ?| BEI?D= 9EDI:DJ
M>EI; ?D:GK7B?J7?;1 >7L; KD:;HC?D:;: ?JI B;=
E< D:M M701 E< EH=7D?1?D= FEM:;H 7D: ?D<|
J;9>DEBE=0 7D: IE9?7B C;:?7 J7A;D JE=:;J>
OEC8?D7J?ED CT7A;l ?J FEII?8B; <EH 7D ?D<|
CEL;C;DJ JE ;C;H=; " ED; M>?9> E;|l >7L; 7 ¢
<KJKH;

The new Levellers

)7J?ED7BBO >EM;L;H J>; H?=>J ?1 1J?BB ?L
?DJ;HD7J?ED7BBO ?J ?1 719;D:7DJ $J JEE ?
<EH ?JI ;D:l 7D: ?1 :;87J3?D= >EM :;CE9H790
I>EKB: 8; EH=7D?I;: ?D ?JI1 ?DJ;H;I1JI ?D 7D
JH7:?J?ED7B FEB?J?97B F7HJO ?1 ?D 7:L7D¢
J>; ?DJ;HD;J M?BB ?D:;;: 9>7D=; J>?D=1I :;;F
>EM ?J M?BB :E IE ?1 DEJ FH;]:;J;HC?D;:

E J>?1 ?21 GK?J; 7 :7D=;HEKI| CEC;DJ <EH J
?J ?1 JE =HEM 7D: ;LEBL; 7D: 8;9EC,; CEH;
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/>; <?HIJ :;CEDIJH7J?ED E< 7 10C8EB
?JI;B< 7 <EEJ >7=> R<k8KHEB[EXEDR= %I¥DK7
$J J7A;1 FB79; <7TH <HEC 9HEM:;: IJH;;JI ?D

J>; >?21JEH?9 -EO7B !'EH;IJ E< ;7D 'E97B F;
2J:HC?D;: JE FHEJ;9J J>;:?H <EH:;IJ <HEC 8;°
9ECC;H9?7B >7D:l [/>?1 FEI;I 7D ?I1IK; J>7J >
FEB?J?91 ~ J>; 0&[I D7J?ED7B GK;IJ?ED .>E
?DI?1J ED ?J1 FB7D JE |I;BB E<< EKH MEE:B7
7THCI M?J> J>; 9EKDJHOI?:; JE EL;H9EC; ED;
9H?FFB?D= :?2L?I1?EDI ?D D=B?Il> :;CE9H790

[>; E7B?J?EDJ[I :;9?I1?ED JE 78EB?I> J>; (
:K97J?ED7B (7?DJ;D7D9; BBEM7D9; <EH ]
FEEH:H 7D: L;HO FEEH >EKI;>EB:l 9H;7J;: <
?D I9>EEBI 7D: I?NJ>]<EHC 9EBB;=;1 M?J> 7
MEHA?D= 9B711 9>?B:H;D (7DO @E?D;: J>;
M>?9> <HEC J>; IJ7HJ M:;H; DEJ 9ED<?D;: J
IJK:;DJI E< M>EC J>;H; 7TH; 7TDOM70O EL;H 7 ¢
9B7I11 IEB?:7H?JO M71 8K?BJ ?DJE J>; ) E<
7=7?DI1J J>; 9KJI <HEC J>; IJ7HJ M>?B; JH7Y
J>:1; F7=;1 H;9EH: M;B9EC; ?J

*D %7DK7HO J>; /0 >;BF;: >EIJ 7 C;;J?D=
NetrootsUK7J ED=H;Il #EKI; +;H>7F| EDBO F;
J>: EDB?D; 79J?2L?1J]I M>E 7JJ;D: 7TH; JHT7:
EH=7D?I;HI 8KJ ?D J;HCI| E< J>; H?J?1> B7¢
7D ;N9 FJ?ED7B ;N;H9?1; ?D EF;DD;Il 7D: I>E
B79A E< JH?87B?IC [/>; /0 >71 97BB;: <EH 7
.;CEDIJH7J?ED ED (7H9> [/>?1 ?1 B?A;BO J
80 BE97B 9EKD9?BI M>E >7J; 8;?D= <EH9;: .
M;BB 71 C7DO <HEC 79HEII J>; )#. DEM KD :;I
H7:?297B C7HA;J?I17J?ED $J ?1 L;HO ;7HBO :°
C70 8; ?D?JIERPZ7B=CEL;C;DJ IJ>7J 7::H;ll;1 J:
?DJ;H;1J E< IE9?:;J0

(;C8;HI E< FEB?J?97B F7THJ?;1 7TH; ID?<<0

9B7?C J>7J ?J ?1 J>;0 M>E I>EKB: IF;7A <EH
EFFEI?J?ED y,HJ7?DBO J>;0 87:BO D;;: CEI
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E< J>; ?DIF?H?D= 71F;9J1 E< J>; FHEJ;IJ CE|
[;DI?J?L?JO JE FHE9;Il $J ?I DEJ M>;J>;H "7
E< J>; .9EJJ?1> EH 2;BI> D7J?ED7B?I1JI IKFF
FEB?90 ED ;:K97J?ED EH J>; 9KEIMIIFJOM?BI
EIE 7D '78EKH EF;D KF JE J>; M?:;D?D= <
9KJI CEL;C;DJ IE J>7J ?J ?1 9>7D=;: 80 ?J {
9>7D9; DEJ @KIJ E< 8;?D= H;];B;9J;: 8KJ 7B
8;JJ;H M>;D ?D E<<?9;

/>; E7B?J?ED[lI XH;LEBKJ?EDY M?BB C7A;
<EH ?DJ;HD7J?ED7B <?D7D9; 7D: 9EHFEH7J"
J>:0 M?BB ;DIKH; :EC;1J?9 ;9EDEC?9 =HEMJ
M>7J A?D: E< ;9EDEC?9 :;L;BEFC;DJ 7D: I;B-*
M?BB J>; EFFEI?J?ED JE J>?I1 <7J; FHEFEI;

E7TB?J?ED ?1 8KIO CE:;HD?I1?D= F7THB?7C;DJ
9EDIJ?JK;D90O 1?P;1 H;:K9?D= J>; DKCS8;H E=«
J>; #EKI; E< '"EH:I] M>?B; H;?D<EH9?D= J>; ;
E< J>; ;N;9KJ?L; EL;H J>; OD?ED 2>7J 9EKD
E< :;CE9H7J?9 H;<EHC 7D: M>7J A?D: E< IJ7
:D>7D9; EKH :;CE9H790 DEM J>7J 7 H;JKHD
I;;Cl ?CFEII?8B;

CED=1J J>; IJK:;DJI J>; ::87J; ?1 CEH; HT:"
J>; :7D=;H E< BEEA?D= ?DM7H:1 /ME 8HET7:
;D=7=;: ?D M>7J 97D L;HO HEK=>BO 8; :;I9H"
7TH=KC;DJ 8;JM;;D JME JH7:?J?EDI J>7J E<
J>; ";L;BB;HI ";D?D?IC :?2IJHKIJI F7THJ?9?F 7
:D=7=;C;DJ <;7H?D= ?J M?BB 8;9EC; 9EDJ7C(
?1 :?219?FB?D;: 80 Z;DJH?IC [ EH EJ>;H <EHC
79J?2L?2JO° $J I;;Al FEB7TH?I17J?ED M>?B; ?J
9H?1?1 7D: JEJ7B ?DIKHH;9J?ED (O EMD FH;
"'L:;BB;H JH7:?2J?ED M>?9> ?| 7TBJE=;J>:H CE
J>; 9KHH;DJ CEL;C;DJJ[I ;=7B?J7H?7D >EF;I| °
DED; J>; MEHI; <EH J>7J [/>;0 =E 879A JE E
M>;D J>; <?HIJ CE:.;HD 97BB <EH FEB?J7?97B
X/>; FEEH;I1J #; J>7J ?| ?D D=B7D: >7J> 7 B
=H;7J3;13 #;Y $J 2?21 7 JH7:?2J?ED J>7J J>H;7:1
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E< 2?BB?7C B7A; /EC +7?D; 7D: .>;BB;0 7D
J>; IK<<H7=:;3J;1 7D: ?J >71 TMEA;D <HEC >?
?DL;DJ?L; >KC7D; 71 M;BB 71 H7:?97B ;D=7
:9EDEC?9 7D: FEB?J?97B <EH9;l THEKD: ?J
7D: H?=>JI

);M J;9>DEBE=0 >71 J>; FEJ;DJ?7B JE ;CFE
Z';L;BB;H JH7:?2J?ED[ E< H7:?97B 1;B<]:;J;HC
J>:C:I| HKDD?D= J>HEK=> J>:I|;: F7=:1 2?21 7 <;;:
FHE<EKD: IE9?E];9EDEC?9 9>7D=;1 7D: J>; 9
9ECCKD?97J?ED >7L; C7:;, ?J FEII?8B; JE 79
B?L;B?>EE: J>HEK=> CKJK7B EMD;HI>?F ;9I
H7J>;H J>7D C7N?C?I17J?ED 7D: 9E]J9H;7J?EL
O9ECCEDI 9EFOH?=>J KD:;H M>?9> J>7?1 9EBB
FK8B?I>;:" $HED?97BBO J>EIl; M>E M7DJ JE
C7THA;J?17J?ED E< ;L;HOJ>?D= 7H; IJ7HJ?D=
J;9>DEBE=?97B 97F79?J0O JE :E J>7?1 J>7DAI
FHE:K9J?L; ;NF7DI?ED E< 97F?J7B?IC

+;H>7FI 7TDEJ>;H M70 E< H;=?1J;H?D= >EM
J>; >?1JEH?9 CEC;DJ ?1 7?1 80 71A?D= M>E 7
9EDI;HL7J?L;1 7D: M>E 7H; J>; ;NJH;C?I1JI

H; J>; 9EDI;HL7J?L;l H;7BBO J>; JED?7DI
8K9AB; :EMD JE =BE87B?I17J?ED 71 J>;0 [|;BB
J;D:;H )#. FHEL?I1?ED JE 0. <EH]JFHE<?J >;7B
C7THA;J?1; ;:K97J?ED 7D: =?L; F7THB?7C;DJ 7
H;, J>;1; J>;, JH7:?J?ED7B?1JI

H; J>; ;NJH;C?1JI H;7BBO J>EI; M>E M7DJ
1J7JKI1 E< J>; <EH;I1JI ;DIKH; J>7J J>EIl; M>E
8:B?;L; ?D ?J 71 7 FK8B?9 I;HL?9; 1I;; ;:K97J
sL;BEF?D= EKH >KC7D 97F79?2J?;1 FH79J?9
?DJ;BB;9JK7B 7D: 97BB <EH FBKH7B?IC 7D:
J>:1; J>; HLEBKJ?ED7H?;I

2; M;H; IKFFEI;: JE I?J 879A 7D: 7:C?H; J>;
(?D?1J3;H 7D: >?1 :;FKJO 71 J>;0 :?IFB70;: J:
EKH 8;>7B< [/>; FEB?9; M;H; :EK8JB;Il FH;F7
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DKC8;HI E< E8@;9JEHI )EM 8EJ> ?D <793 7
7D ;<<EHJ ?1 KD:;HM70 JE 9EHH7B J>; KD;N|
:NFH;II?EDI E< H;I1?1J7D9; 7D: J>HEJJB; J>;C
MEKB: FH;<;H JE 9BEI; :EMD J>; 7JJ?2JK:;l ?
E< J>; M?DJ;H FHEJightiBatk>p0) MDPDJ JE
DIKH; J>7J J>; ;D;H=0 ?DJ;BB?=;D9; 7D: ?L
9EDJ7?D;: J>7J ?2J1 J>?DA;HI 7HJ?1JI 8BE-=
IGK788B; :?L?:: 7TH; H:D::H:: >7THCB:Il 7D:
FEB?J?91 M>?9> B7I1JI EH ?:;71 J>7J 7TH; E< 7
SBEEAI[I ;:?JEH?7B <B71>CE8 >7L; 7BB B?J;H7
J>; FEB?9; $ <;;B J>7J J>;0 7H; DEJ =E?D-=
9ED<?D:: KJ 7 CK9> B7H=;H ;N;H9?I; ?I KD
J>; IF?H?J 7D: 9H;7J?L?J0O E< J>; FEJ;DJ?7E
J>; 9KJI 7D: C7THA:;J <KD:7C;DJ7B?IC IE 71 J
IE9?;J0 2; CKIJ :E ;L;HOJ>?D= M; 97D JE C7
H:C7?DI EF;D 7D: <H;; JE =HEM
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You say you want a revolution...

You say you want a
revolution...

Laurie Penny and Rowenna DawpsnDemocracy

How to believe in change? This exchange was published in July 2010
but it prefigures the energy and issues released by the protests that
erupted in November and December, and expresses the frustrations
that were building up well before the Conservative-Liberal

Democrat government announced its plans for higher education.

Laurie Penny:

J)EJ ;L;HO =;D;H7J?ED =;J1 J>; FEB?J?91 ?J

8780 8EEC;H @EKHD7B?1J1 7D: FEB?J?9?7DI
M?J> OEKJ> FEB?J?91 M>7J J>;0 =;D;H7BBC
M?J> 7 97K9KI E< ;D;H=;J?79 9ECFB?7DJ KD:
M?BB?D= JE =?L; J>;?H J?C; <EH <H;; JE 97|

JEM CEH; J>7D ;L;H J>; OEKD= F;EFB; E<
8;B?;L; EKHI;BL;l CEH; J>7D 79EBOJ;I JE J>
B?8;H7B?IC E< FH;L?EKI =;D;H7J?EDI 2; D;;
<EHCKB7J; 7D 7=;D:7 E< EKH EMD

/[>;H; 97D 8; DE GK;IJ?ED J>7J J>; 9ED:?J~?
7 OEKJ> CEL;C;:DJ />; OEKD= F;EFB; E< H?
8HKJ7B ?DIKBJ?D= IE9?E];9EDEC?9 EFFH;II
C?BB?ED OEKD= F;EFBDEE<?DEHRPTDI2EDB;
:CFBEOC;DJ EHNH72D?D FEB?J; M70 E< |7
[>?2J 9H;;A M?J>EKJ 7 =?HE

+EB?J?9?7D1 @EIJB; <EH J>; CEIJ FKD?I>?
M;B<7H; H;<EHC 71 C?BB?EDI E< KI B7D=K?I
?DO9ECF7H78BO B;ll =;D;HEKI J>7D J>EI; EK}
JE 9B7?C ?D J>;?7H IKCC;H >EB?:701 2>;H; J
;D@EO;: KDF7H7BB;B;: IE9?7B CE8?B?JO C°
J>7J J>; EFFEI?J; ?21 J>; 971, 71 M; 7H,; I>KJ
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>EKI?D= C7HA;J 7D: H;GK?H;: JE I9H788B; |
EKHI;BL;I <EH 7 :M?D:B?D= DKC8;H E< :;=H,;
F7F;H J>;0 H; MH?JJ;D ED M?J> J>; =H?C F
J>; H;1J E< EKH B?L;I F70?D= <EH 7D ;9EDE
C7A?D= ?D 7 MEHB: J>7J |1 ?D9H;71?D=B0O EC

%KIJ M;;Al 7=E 71 D;MI 97C; ?D J>7J J>; JI
; 7HD;HI M;H; =;3JJ?D= H?9>;H 1?9A7H]EB: @
#7HH?IED JEEA ¥H BV, B;?4.?D= >;H J>
H:@:9J?ED IB?F 2>:;J>:H 7 OEKJ> CEL;C:DJ
DE BED=;H J>; GK;IJ?ED [/>; GK;IJ?ED ?1 M:
7BH;7:0 <?BB?D= J>; I1JH;;JI ?D FHEJ;1J 2>;
2>;H; ?I EKH I;DIl; E< EKJHT7=;

/>H; 7TH; FHEJ;IJ CEL;C;DJI E< 9EKHI; $J
IKHFH?I1?D= ?< 7TDOED; H;7:?D= J>?1 8BE= >
7J IEC; FE?DJ EL;H J>; F71J I?N CEDJ>I 2D
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THE
DEMONSTRATIONS

After the publication of the Browne Report in October 2010, there

was a surge of dissent and debate, in response to the radical changes
the British education system that lay ahead. To take part in the
protest movement in November and December was to experience an
intense, ever-evolving process that began with a traditional march,
and ended with a siege of parliament itself.

On 10 November, the first major demonstration against the
Conservative-Lib Dem coalition proposals took place. Over 50,000
students and sympathetic parties took to the streets, and several
hundred occupied the Conservative HQ at Millbank Tower in
London, cheered on by thousands more. In the month that followed
Millbank, a series of street demonstrations took place in the capital,
supported by numerous other actions, protests and occupations across
the country in opposition to the government's fees and cuts agenda.

Each of the major protests was characterised by different tactics
and effects B and widely identified by the Twitter hashtags protesters
used to follow developments: #dayx, #dayx2, and #dayx3.

The first, #dayx, was characterised by the iconoclastic storming
and occupation of Millbank.

The second, #dayx2, became known as Othe cat-and-mouse protes
because it saw separate tributaries of the main demonstration
spontaneously split off to escape Police kettling, running miles
through the London snow from Victoria to Bank, from the Barbican
to Trafalgar Square.



The Demonstrations

The third, #dayx3, took place on the day the House of Commons
voted in favour of the rise in tuition fees: as the vote was passed,
shortly after 5.30pm, thousands of protesters remained kettled
directly outside in Parliament Square. The protesters variously
danced, chanted, made new friends, clashed with Riot Police, and
even tried to storm the Treasury building D later, over a thousand
protesters were kettled on Westminster Bridge, in a situation so
dangerous a doctor warned that a Hillsborough type disaster had
been only narrowly averted.

Each demonstration was different, in its tactics, and in the effect it
produced. As Jonathan Moses writes in this section, Oa British
institution B the protest march B was undergoing a transformative
momentO.
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THE OCCUPATIONS

While students and activists took to the streets in protest, there were
the in-between times to think about B and the need to inculcate
greater support, awareness, and activist skills within the student
movement: over 30 universities across the country went into
occupation, many for weeks, with students living, eating, and
sleeping in the occupied space. This had great practical benefits,
creating spaces to share ideas, build solidarity networks, and plan
future protests and actions B and it was also, as Owen Hatherley
argues, a symbolic response to the wider privatisation of public space
that New Labour had pursued: Olt is a protest against the coalition,
to be sure, but it's also a magnificent rejection of the fear, quietism
and atomisation that was the result of earlier policies. The students’
use of space is fearless.O
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Why a library?
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Why occupation?
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79J?ED M7I1 D;9:;1l7HO JE :D79J EKH 7D=;H =«
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K97J?ED [/>; CT@EH?JO E< J>; EH IE F;E
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ZIE9?7B?1J MEHA;HI CEL;C;DJ[ EH 7 ZC?DEH
7TD7H9>?1JI[ ?1 871;: FKH;BO ED IF;9KB7J?ED
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Who is the university?
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Interview with a Royal Holloway anarchist

Interview with a Royal
Holloway anarchist

Asher Goldmaihibcom.org

This is an excerpt from an interview with Dan, a former member of
theAotearoa Workers Solidarity Movenvemb is now living in

the UK, and was involved in a two day long occupation at his
university in London.

Dan: .JK:;DJ 79J?L?1J1 B;7HDJ 7 L7BK78B; B;
NM>;H; 9ECFB?7DJ FHEJ;I1J <77?BI JE 97FJKF
J>; J7H=;J;: ?DL7I1?ED E< FHEF;HJO :;C7D:lI
JEL;C8;H H?J?1> ;:K97J?ED ?DI1J?JKJ?ED|
E99KF7J?EDI 7BED= M?J> (+| E<<?9;1 7D: J7
8KI?D;II;1

Asher: 4EK E99KF?;: OEKH KD?L;HI?JO <EH E
SEM M71 J>; J79J?9 :;9?:;: KFED 7D: J>;D FK
C7DO F;EFB; JEEA F7THJ 7D: :?: J>;0 J;D: JE
H7:?797B B;<J EH M;H; J>;0 CEH; H;FH:;I;DJ7.
FEFKB7J?ED ?D =;D;H7B 2>7J >7FF;D;: :KH~"
E99KF7J?ED

Dan: />; M;;A 7<J;H J>; ;L;DJI 7J (?BB87DA

KJI BB?7D9; 7J CO KD? -EO7B #EBBEM7O0
'ED:ED” >;B: 7 FK8B?9 C;;J?D= 7JJ;D:;: 80 7
1JK:;DJI B;9JKH;HI 7D: IKFFEHJ;HI *L;H J>¢t
?219KI;: :;87d;: 7D: LEJ;: KFED J>; :?H;9J?E
J>; CEL;C;DJ JE J7A; ED EKH 97CFKI J>; FH
7:>;H; JE 7D: :;<;D: 7D: J>; J79J7?9I M;[: KI;
=E7BIl $J M71 7J J>?1 C;;J?D=J>7J J>; ;9?1
C7:; <;M :701 B7J;H 7BB J>; BE=?1J?91 M;
78EKJ E< KI E99KF?;: 7 F7THJ E< J>; 8K?B.:
C7D7=;C:DJ <J:H 7 ]C?DKJ; :;87J; M?J> J:
7D: 1?9; +H?D9?F7B M; 1;JJB;: ?D 7D: ;]C7?
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Interview with a Royal Holloway anarchist

:EMD J>; HE7: <HEC KI 2; H;9;?L;: EL;H I
IKFFEHJ <HEC J>;C 7D: 78EKJ 1JK:;DJI 79.
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B?A;BO DEM J>7J J>;0 M?BB 8; <EHC?D= J>
EH=7D?17J?ED 7J I9>EEB

Asher: *8L?EKIBO ?J ?ID[J @KIJ 1JK:;DJI M>E
7JJ79A ~ >7L; J>;H; 8;;D ;<<EHJI JE 8K?B: B
1JK:;DJI IJHK==B;l 7D: IJHK==B;l ?D J>; MEH
8:D;<?9?7H?;1 IJHK==B;I

Dan: *D J>; <?HIJ D?=>J E< J>; E99KF7J?ED
H;FH;I;DJ7J?L;l <HEC .KHH;O .7L; *KH .;HL?!
BE97B JH7:; KD?ED 8H7D9>;1 7D: 9ECCKD?J(
<?=>J?D=J>; FK8B?9 |;9JEH 9KJI ?D J>; 9EK
E< L?J7B ?CFEHJ7DY9; J>7J J>:;1; IEHJI E< =H
9EKDJHO 71 C7DO E< H?J77?DJ[l FK8B?9 I;HL"
<KD:;: 7J 9EKDJO B;L;B $J M?BB J>;H;<EH;
J>7J J>; 7TN; <7BBI >:7L?:1J ?D J;:HCI| E< <KD
7D: CKIJ 8; <EK=>J 7=7?DIJ >7H:;1J $J M71 |
J>7J J>; DJ?] KJI BB?7D9; E<<?9?7BBO 7<c«<
.7L;: *KH .;:HL?9:I J>7J ;L;D?D= 2:; >7L; 8:;:D
9BEI;BO M?J> J>; =HEKF 1?D9; J>; E99KF7J?
JH7:; KD?ED H7BB?;l ?D IEB?:7H?JO 7D: M,;
.KHH;O 4EKJ> II;C8BO @E?DJBO M?J> J>;C

2; >7L; 7BIE |I;;D FH79J?97B IKFFEHJ <HEC
CEL;C;DJ 2>;D EKH I1JK:;DJ KD?ED _1>7C;<K
FKJ ED JH7YDIFEHJ <EH :;CEDIJH7JEHI 7J3J3;D
:9;C8;H :;CE EKJI?:; FTHB?7C;DJ ?J M7I1 J>
#EBBEM70 8H7D9> E< J>; 0 0 B;9JKH;HI[ KI
KF JE J>; C7THA 7D: >?H;: 9E79>;| <EH J>; :7
9EKDJHO 1JK:;DJI 7H; 8;=?DD?D= JE BEEA E
IJK:;DJ CEL;C;DJ JEM7H:I CKJK7B 77?: M?J>
80 J>; =EL;HDC;DJ[I 7JJ79AI1 ED J>; MEHA?D

115



Interview with a Royal Holloway anarchist

116

IJK:;DJ :;CEI EL;H J>; B71J <M M;;Al J>; 9>7
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D7J?ED7B JH7:; KD?ED 8KH;7K9H790 7H; [J7
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The Occupation of Space

Owen HatherlgWfterall

.EC;J?C;l J>; I;B<]H;<;H;DJ?7B 7FEB?J?97E
7TH9>?J;9JKH; ?DJ;HI;9J M?J> FEB?J?9I1 ?D K
IK9> J;BB?D= 9HEII]JEL;H JEEA FB79,; :KH?D=
FHEJ;I1JI ED J>; I7C; :70 71 J>; JEL;C8;H

.7, CEDIJH7J?ED 79HEII 9;DJH7B "ED:ED J>;H
J>; BE97B 7D: 7TH9>?J;9JKH7B FH;Il J>7J <E
CK9> E< M>7J I1JK:;DJI M;H; <?=>J7?D= 7=77?D

[>?1 M71 J>; =H7DJ?D= E< FB7DD?D= F;HC?
97BB;: />; ,K?BB 7 JEM;H E< IJK:;DJ >EKI?
1?J; 9BEI; JE -;DPE +?7DE | .>7H: ] EDB!
80 :;L;BEF;HI 7J I1JK:;DJI <HEC D;7H80 &?D-=
<?D; N7CFB; E< 9EDJ;CFEH7HO 7H9>?2J:;9JK
=B7I1l ;NJHKI?ED <KBB E< 9BKCIO IOCB8EB?IC
IF?A;1 J>7J =2?2L;1 23 ?2J1 D7C; ?1 ?DIF?H;: 8C
>:H?J7=; E< .EKJ>M7HA ~ 71 13J7J;: ED J>; M
J>; TH9>7?J;9JKH7B <?HC .++ - 7D: J>; :;L:B
.OCED:I " 8KJ ?J 1 7 H;C?D:;H J>7J 1JK:;DJI
FH?L?B;=;: 9BE?I1J;H;: =HEKF J>7J IEC; FH;|
J>; ESBDEN?EKIBO :;J77?B;: J?F E< 7D ?9:;8;H-=
O;7HI E< 7TM<KB 1JK:;DJ >EKI?D= J>7J >71 H;
F7THJ?7B FH?L7J?17J?ED E< ;:K97J?ED

L;BEF;HI >7L; C7:; B7TH=; GK7DJ?J?;1 E< (
IEC; E< J>; 8B;7A;1J >EKI?D= ;L:H 8K?BJ ?D
?J 71 1JK:;DJ 799ECCE:7J?ED KIK7BBO ED 1~?
EJ>;HM?I1; 8; 7TBBEJJ;: JE BKNKHO <B7JI E&F
s L;BEFC;DJlI .JK:;DJ]EH?;DJ;: FHEF;HJO ;I
0D?J; 7D: J>; 7CKI?D=BO D7C;: '?8;HJO '?L?
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C;J>E:l <7LEKH;: 80 J>; CEH; FTHI?CED?EKI
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J>7J >7L; 8;;D IK9> 7D ?CFEHJ7DJ F7THJ E< .
FHEJ;1JI $CFB?9?JBO EH ;NFB?9?JBO J>?|
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THE FLASH MOBS

UK Uncut, taxes and direct action

It was the snide retort of countless mainstream media commentators
that the student protests were entirely narcissistic: concerned only
with disruption to their own lives as undergraduates. This ignored

the reality on the ground D that protesters carried banners, chanted,
and held views indicating dissent with government policies far
beyond the rise in tuition fees. But to grab the attention of those same
mainstream media commentators was going to need a different
approach. Step forward UK Uncut, whose witty, daring flash mobs
targeted major high street shops, to spread the word that while
government cuts would disproportionately hit the poorest members of
society, ultra-rich corporations were evading billions of pounds they
owed to the exchequer: and thus, to everyone. As Alan Finlayson
writes: OMedia corporations, polluting industries and greedy banks
take actions that affect us directly. In challenging or resisting those
effects, why dilute energies by diverting them through the Whitehall
bureaucracy?O In other words: letOs cut out the middle-men.
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Cuts Protests Hit Tax
Dodgers Across The Country

UK Uncut, Big Society Revenue & Customs
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Dec 2010, 2:33pm
For Immediate Release

UK UNCUT: 'SANTA GLUE IN' AS 55 ANTI-CUTS
PROTESTS HIT TAX DODGERS ACROSS THE
COUNTRY
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The Browne report into higher education published on 6 October did
more than raise a lot of questions. Out of it came the policy of tripling
student fees in the form of loans, removing any direct government
grants to the humanities: marketising higher education and tearing
down any public interest in its intrinsic values. At the same time it
presumed a distinctly old-fashioned approach. OPolicy-makers are
persisting with an institutional model that was created in the midst

of a different age,O writes Aaron Peters. At the heart of the crisis of
university funding lies a debate about the future of higher education,
one played out in a series of exchanges between Alan Finlayson and
Tony Curzon Price. Ultimately: what are universities for?
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Alan Finlayson and Tony Curzon PdpenDemocracy

Alan Finlayson:

I: What is really going on
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II: David Willetts himself
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FHEL?:; 7 XH; 7B 9ECF;J?J?L; 9>7BB;D=; JE |
>7L; ISEMD J>;l; XDED]JH7:?J?ED7BY FHEL?
7D: <EH]FHE<?J 9ECF7D?;l1 IK9> 71 FEBBE $
M?BB B?; ?D FHEL?:?D=7 9>;7F I;HL?9; M?.
JKHDEL;H E< IJK:;DJI *D; 97D ;71?BO ?2C7=7
?DIJ?JKJ?EDI J;79>?D= JE ;N7CIl 1;J 80 7 <E
GK7B?<?97J?EDI 7=;DJ ?JI;B< M;BB CEJ?L7Y
711;11C;DJI 7=H;;78B; JE ?DIJ?JKJ?EDI J>7J 1|
IK99;lI<KB 71 FEII?8B;

*D);MID?=>J 7DIM;H?D= 7 GK;IJ?ED 78EKJ
?CF79J E< >?1 H;<EHCI KFED F7HJ?9KB7H IK
177?:

X2; 7H; DEJ 7=7?DI1J IE9?7B 19?;D9;1 [/>;l;
J>7J EF;H7J; <7?HBO 79HEII 7BB :?19?FB?D,
=EL;HDC;DJ :;F7HJC;DJ ~ 7D: DEH ?1 1?D9,
F?9A J>; IK8@;9JI1 J>7J IJK:;DJI ISEKB: :E EI
<?;B: 7=7?DIJ ED; :?19?FB?D; EH ?D <7LEKH
8;B?;L; ?D ?1 M;BB]?D<EHC;: 9>E?9;1 80 IJK.
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KJ 2?BB;JJI E;I 1?J ?D 7 =EL;HDC;DJ :;F7
J>?DA?D= 78EKJ ;N79JBO >EM J>EI; I1JK:;DJI
| >; ;NFB7?D;: ED )EL;C8;H JE J>; H:7::HI
(7?B >; FB7DI JE ?DJHE:K9; 7 D;M 101J;C Ec=<
L7B?:7J?D= :;=H;;l 7D: FHEL?:?D= 9KIJEC ;HI
?D<EHC7J?ED J>;0 D;;: JE C7TA; 7 FKH9>7172I
A?J;]C7THAI M?BB ?D:?97J; >EM >?=>B0O ;CFE
KD?L;HI?J?; FIRJIBBIIII M71 GKEIX:J/TBTTD?D:
IJK:;DJI M?BB 8; 78B; JE I|;; J>; 9EKHI;I J>7]
J>:0 7IF?H; JE 7D: J>EIl; J>7J :E DEJ F;H<EF
L;HO F7THJ?9KB7H M70 E< :;J;HC?D?D= J>; C
/>, GK;IJ?ED ?J H7?I1;1 ?1 DEJ Z2>E M?BB ;:K
cK97JEHI [ 8KJ Z2>E M?BB 7I11;11 J>; 711;11EH

27L?D= >?1 B;<J >7D: 27?7BB;JJI J;BBI FHEII
J>7J J>;0 MED J >7L; JE F70O0 7DO CED;O M~
M>7J;L;H KD?L;HI?JO J>;0 M7DJ 7D: M?BB 8
78EKJ J>; FHE:K9JI 7L7?B788B, KJ M?J> 7 M
>7D: >; C7A;1 J>; FK8B?9 KD?L;HI?JO :?I7FF
H7D=; E< D;M ?DJ;H;I1JI JE 7991l M>EBBO D,
<BEM?D= EKJ E< J>; FE9A;JI E< I1JK:;DJI 7D:
FKJI ?D FB79; C;9>7D?IClI 80 M>?9> J>; =EL
O9H?J;H?7 799EH:?D= JE M>?9> KD?L;HI?J?;I

'EJI E< J>?D=l 7TH; MHED= M?J> EKH KD?L;
7D: J>; ;NJ;DJ E< J;79>?D= 7H; L7TH?78B; /[>
FH;IIKH; <HEC >?=> DKCS8;HI 7D: BEM F70 O
C7D7=;C;DJ ?1 JEE E<J;D ?D;NF;H?;D9;: 7D:
:H?L;D 80 ;B?J; 9ED9;HDI JE J>; :;JH?C;DJ E
9KBJKH7B 7D: J;9>DEBE=?97B 9>7D=; >7L; ?
7D: J>; A?D:I E< J>?D=I1 J>;H; 7TH; JE ADEM
H7D=; E< F;EFB; J>7J D;;: JE ADEM J>;C -;l
J>7J D;;:l 97H;<KB J>EK=>J $J D;;:l 7 9ED<"
FHE<:;II?ED J>?DA?D= >7H: 7D: ;D=7=?D= >F
M?J> EJ>;H 9?2J?P ;DI

KJ 2?BB;JJI 7D: 78B; *I8EHD,; 7D: 7C;HE
8OF7IIl;: 7BB J>7J ;<<EHJ 7D: 9EDJHEL;HIO .
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TFFB?97J?ED E< I;B<]?DJ;H;IJ;: CTHA;J :E=C
8:=KD 8K?B:?D=7 >?=>;H ;:K97J?ED I01J;C
IEC; F;EFB; _FHE878BO F;EFB; M>E :ED[J F7
0& BEJI E< CED;O 7J J>; 17C; J?C; 71 ?2J =7
D;M 7D: ?CFEHJ7DJ FEM;HI EL;H J>; H;=KB7
7D: <EHC E< KD?L;HI?JO ;:K97J?ED D: J>;C
M>?B; 170?D= J>; C7=?9 MEH:I E< Z<H;;:EC]
FH;IJE 27J9> EKJ <EH J>;?H D;NJ JH?9A

Tony Curzon Price:
I7HIJ B;J C; 170 $ 7=H;; M?2J> OEKH 711;1IC;
FHES8S8B;CI

'EJlI E< J>?D=l 7TH; MHED= M?J> EKH KD?L
GK7B?JO 7D: J>; ;NJ;DJ E< J;79>?D= 7H; L7l
KD:;H FH;IIKH; <HEC >?=> DKCS8:;HI 7D: BEM
C7/rD7=;C;:DJ ?1 JEE E<J;D ?D;NF;H?;D9;: 7D:
:H?L;D 80 ;B?J; 9ED9;HDI JE J>; :;JH?C;DJ E
9KBJKH7B 7D: J;9>DEBE=?97B 9>7D=; >7L; ?
7D: J>; A?D:| E< J>?D=1J>;H; 7TH; JE ADEM
H7D=; E< F;EFB; J>7J D;;: JE ADEM J>;C -;lI
J>7) D;;:l 97H;<KB J>EK=>J $J D;;:l 7 9ED<"
FHE<;II?ED J>?DA?D= >7H: 7D: :D=7=?D= >E
M?J> EJ>;H 9?2J?P ;DI

$ 7BIE 7C L;HO 7M7H; J>7J 9>E?9; >71 KIK"
J>; B71J O;7HI B;J | @KIJ M71> EKH >7D:
EKHI;BL;l KF :;<;D9;B;Il JE IEF>?1J?97J;: FH
[>?1 9;HJ7?DBO >7FF;D;: ?D J>; 7TH;71 J>7J %
?DLEBL;: ?D KJ?B?JO H;=KB7J?ED />; DEJ?]
=EL;HDC;DJ A?J;]C7HAI JE ?D<EHC 1JK:;DJI
>EHHEH

KJ $ 9B?D= ED JE J>; DE?2RETL IXK/IBOBH?9;
9EBB;92?L7, H;7BBO 9H?J?97B F7THJ E< ;CFENMN
7 BEJ MHED= M?J> J>; H;<EHCI 7D: >EM J>;(
"M; ADEM >EM H7F?:BO 2;1JC?DIJ;H 8;9EC;]I
9>;GK; 8EEAI 7D: J>; FHEC?Il; E< FEIJ]97H;;lI
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N"8KJ $ :ED J J>?DA M; I>BKB?9;971::7J>J7/;
>:7HJ E< J>; FHES8B:C

%KIJ JE =;J 9B;7H ED J>; FH?D9?FB;I ?C7:
9>E?9; ?1IK;l <HEC J>; 7<<EH:78?B?JO ED:;I
=?L;Dd A JE IF;D: ED ;:K97J?ED $< M; H; =
J>?1 7?1 =g?D= JE B;7: JE 87: EKJO9EC;I ?2J I;
7H; J>H;; 1;J1 E< H;7IEDI M>0 ?J C?=>J 8; I|IE

+HE:K9;HI 97FJKH; J>; C7THA;J 7D: E<<;H ;:K9
J;HH?8B; FHE:K9JI _OEKH C77?D >OFEJ>;I?I°

.JK:;DJI :ED J ADEM M>7J | =EE: <EH J>;C _M
J>; A?J;]C7THA 1JOB; D7DDO?IC"

/>; FHE9;Il E< 9>EEI?D= KD:;HC?D;l J>; =EE:

_J>?11;;ClI JE 8; IEC; E< J>; C7HA;J?I17J?ED
[>; <?HIJ C?=>J >7FF;D KJ J>; FHE8B;C ?I
/>; FHE8B:;C 2?1 IF?D;B;Il 97FJKH;: FEB?J?9lI

J>; JED; E< J>; I;9ED: $J ?1 JHK; J>7J 1JK:;
D:9:1l17TH?BO ADEM M>7J | =EE: <EH J>;C ~ M
ED J B?A; J>; J>EK=>J J>7J J>:?H :;9?1?EDI
<HEC 2;1JC?DIJ;H 'H?;D:l <7C?BO 1|;9ED:7t
IE9?;J0 9>KH9> 9KH?EI?JO C;:?7 J;B;L?17%
7H; J>; M701 9>E?9;1 7H; C7:; 7D: IKH;BO J>
J>7) TDOED; 97H?D= 78EKJ J>; JOF; 7D:. GK’
F71l ED JE J>; D;NJ =;D;H7J?ED EK=>J JE 9E
(<<EHJII

$ 7TBM701 B?A; J>; J>?H: H;71ED 71 7 9H?J?
"NI>7J3 J>; M70 OEK E IEC;J>?D= 9>7D=;1 M>
EL;HBEEA;: 80 CEIJ ;9EDEC?I1JI 7D: C;9>7D?

KJ M; L; =EJ JE H;9E=D?I1; J>7J ?J ?| DEJ
IK81J7DJ?L; 7TH=KC:;DJ />;H; ?| DE D;KJH7B
71MKCFJ?ED 78EKJ J>; BE7D <;; C;J>E: E< <K
?J M?BB C7A; 1JEDBOD 38ERA C7TA?D= 71 CK?9
CED:;O 71 FEII?8B; />7J I;;Cl JE 8; J>; >;7THJ
C7HA;J?17J?ED 9H?J?GK; 9JK7BBO $ :ED
KD?L;HI7BBO >7L; J>7J ;<<;9J $< OEK 177?: .
IEC;J>?D= B?A; J>; <EBBEM?D=
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/[>?1 F>?BEIEF>0 :;=H;; M?BB 9EIJ OEK 78|
871?79 CE87?B; F>ED,; IK8I9H?FJ?ED <HEC J>,;
M?J> ?J KDJ?B OEK H; 8KJ ?J M?BB ;D>7I
B?<; 7D: M?BB =?L; OEK 7D 78?B?JO JE 8; 7
IE9?;JO0 $J M?BB FHE878BO =?L; OEK 7 IB?-
J>7D OEK 9EKB: >7L; ;7HD;: M?J>EKJ ?J 8K
?DJE F>?BEIEF>0 J>7J OEK H; DEJ :E?D= ?

$ J>?DA J>7J C7DO MEKB: H;IFED: ;DJ>KI?
MEKB: M;7H J>;?H >7?H]I>?HJ M?J> FH?:; [/
7TH=KC;DJ 7D: 7BM701I1 I7M ;:K97J?ED 71 7 C;
CED;O C70 M;BB <?D: CEH; ;<<?9?;DJ ?DI1J?
J>;D ?1 J>; BEII

.E J>; 9H?J?GK; E< C7THA;J?I17J?ED D;;:l CE
@KIJ J>; 9H?J?GK; .E :E;l1 J>; 9EDIDHEKKI J? L ;
7=H;; ED; :E;ID J H;7BBO M7DJ JE 8; 9EHD;|
J>; #?2=>;H :K97J?ED !KD:?D= EKD9?B 7D: -
M701 $D M>7J M70 :E J>; 7BJ;HD7J?L; CE: ;I
M; C7TA; 80 J>; M70 ?D M>?9> ?2J ?21 C7:; 2>
CE:; Bl

/[>;1; TH; DEJ H>;JEH?97B GK;IJ?EDI $ 7=H
K97J?ED I>EKB: DEJ 8; 78EKJ <?D7D9?7B |
J>7J ;N9;FJ ?D LE97J?ED7B :?19?FB?D;l M>
H;7BBO B?A; 7D 7FFH;DJ?9;I>?F ;:K97J?ED
E;ID J ;D>7D9; <?D7D9?7B H;JKHDI 4;J ?J -
?CFEHJ7DJ .E $ 7=H;; M?J> OEK J>7J J>; B"
9ECCE:?<?;: ;:K97J?ED KJ $ J>?DA J>7J 7L
BED= >7H: F7J?;DJ MEHA CK9> E< ?J F;H?
FEB?90 F;H I; 7D: >71 CK9> JE :E M?J> EKH
L7BK;l 7D: 9KBJKH;

Alan Finlayson:
/IEDO J>7DAIl <EH J>; J>EK=>J<KB H;IFEDI;
EFFEHJKD?JO JE 9B7H?<0O IEC; J>?D=1

$ 7C DEJ 7=7?DI1J Z9>E?9;[ (O 7H=KC;DJ ?
8;?D= FH;I;DJ;: 80 2?BB;JI ?I ?BBKIEHO 7 J
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M>7J ?1 ED E<<;H />; FKHFEI; E< 2?BB;JI[ #
;D78B; <EH]FHE<?J ;DJ;HFH?I;1 JE ;NF7D: ?I
:K97J?ED C7HA;J #; M7DJI JE 9EDL;HJ M>7
FK8B?9 =EE: 7D: 7 FK8B?9 |;HL?9;, ?DJE 7 D;
<EH FH?L7J; 9ECF7D?;l $ :E DEJ J>?DA J>7
9B7?C +;7HIED :K97J?ED >71 @KIJ 7DDEKD
=;J ?DJE J>; C7THA;J;<BHH:$=HD[J J>?DA J>7,
J>;0 J>EK=>J E< J>?1 J>; :70 7<J;H J>; ECC
J>;0 >7L; 8;;D FB7DD?D= ?J <EH IEC;J?C; $
;F7THJC;DJ <EH KI?D;Il 7D: $DDEL7J?ED AD

$ J>?DA J>7J 2?BB;JI ?I| MHED= JE E J>7?I
I7HIJBO 8:;97KlI; >; 7D: 78B; 7TH; :E?D= J>7?1
:NFB?9?J M?J>EKJ ?DL?J?D=J>; 9EKDJHO .
:?I1>ED;1J 7D: KD<7?H .;9ED:BO 8:;97KlI; $ J:
B;7: JE 7D EL;H7BB BEIl E< D7J?ED7B H;L;D
9KHH;DJBO =;D;H7J; ?D9EC; <EH J>; 9EKDJF
H;<EHCI IK9> ?D9EC; M?BB B;7L; J>; 9EKDJ}
I>7TH;>EB:;HI H7J>;H J>7D 8;?D= ?DL;1J;: ?D
K97J?ED7B 7D: H;I;7H9> ?D<H7I1JHK9JKH;"
OEK 7BIE DEJ; $ J>?DA J>7J J>; 97F?J7B?I.
#?2=>H :K97J?ED M?BB B;7: JE 97FJKH; <HE
?DJ;H;1J1 7D: 7 :;9B?D; ?D J>; GK7B?JO E< J
FHEL?:::

KJ $ 7C DEJ 7=7?DI1J 9>E?9; #EM;L;:H M; |
78EKJ >EM 9>E?9;| 7TH; =E?D= JE 8; C7:; 7D:
J>7J C;7DI1 8;?D= 9B;7H ED J>; 7DIM;HI JE JI
9>E?9; 80 M>EC 7D: E< M>71

>E?9; 80 J>; ?D:?L?:K7B |IJK:;DJ ?I DEJ J>
J>7J C7JJ;HI [/>;H; 7TH; L;HO =EE: H,;71EDI <I
9ED9;HDI 78EKJ M>7J KD?L;HI?J?;l :E 7D: :E
FEJ;DJ?7BBO B;=?J?C7J; <EH J>; 9EBB;9J7?L
9ED9;HDI /E 8; 9B;7H $ :ED[J J>?DA J>7J 9E
ISEKB: 7BM701 EKIJM;?=> ?D:?L?:K7B D;;:I 71
J>;0 E< IJK:;DJI EH 797:;C?9I KJ J>; 9ECC|
D;9;1l7HO 7D: B;=?J3?C7J; ?DJ;H;1J ?D M>7J |
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7D: :E DEJ =;3 JE B;7HD [/>7J ?DJ;H;1J 9;HJ’
yO9EDEC?9 8KJ ?J ?1 7BIE 78EKJ 9KBJKH; L7
?:;DJ?JO 7D: CEH; .K9> C7JJ;HI >7TH:BO <;7
78EKJ <;;1 7D: ED; ;<<;9J E< 2?BB;JI[ 7D: 7¢
H;CEL,; J>;C <HEC J>; :;87J; 80 JKHD?D= #7?:
?DJE 7D ?IEB7J;: 9EDJH79JK7B H;B7J?EDI>?
?D:?2L?:K7B 1JK:;DJ 7D: 7D ?D:?L?:K7B FHEL
7H; IKFFEI;: JE 8;, J>?DA?D= 78EKJ DEJ>?D=
C7N?C?1?D= [/[>?1 ?1 7 H;:K9J?ED E< 9>E?9;

>E?9; E< M>7J $1 J>; H:B;L7DJ B;L;:B E< 9
?DIJ?JKJ?EDI J>; :;F7THJC:DJI J>; 9EKHI;I
IK8@:9JI M?J>?D J>; CE:KB;lI

JK:;DJlI 9KHH:;DJBO >7L; 7 9>E?9; E< ?DI1J~
JE L7H?EKI ?DIJ?JKJ?EDI 7D: <EH L7H?EKI ¢
H;1JH?9J;: F7THJ?9KB7HBO 80 9EIJ _CEH; IJ
<HEC >EC; 8;97KI; E< J>; 9EIJI E< B?L?D=" "
;DJHO H;GK?H;C;DJI 7BJ>EK=> [?D9; 7JJ77
>SEM CK9> M7I1 IF;DJ ED I;9ED:7HO ;:K97J?EL
I;;C JE 8; 7 C7JJ;H E< 9EIJ 7BIE" $ :EDJ[J I;;
<;;1 7D: EF;D?D= KF J>; C7HA;J JE <EH]FHEs-=
9>7D=;1J>?1 $J 1;;Cl JE C; B?A;BO JE H;:K9
:NF7D: ?J 'EH IKH; ?J M?BB B;7: JE L7TH?7J°
J>7J M?BB 8; IE 71 JE I;BB JE J>; L7TH?;: F7F
/[>;H; M?BB 8; ;NF;DI?L; :;=H;;l <EH H?9> F;E
=E 7TM70 JE IJK:O 7D: >7L; BEJI E< 79J?2L?J
J>;C 7 D;M A?D: E< <?D?I1>?D= 19>EEB" 7D:
J>EIl; 1JK:0O?D= <HEC >EC; M>?B; >EB:?D= :E
l:: >EM J>?1 H:FH:;I;DJIl ;CFEM:H;: 9>E?9;

2>7J) ?< M; 79JK7BBO JEEA 9>E?9; |JH?EKII
C;7D EF;D?D= KF :;=H;; FHE=H7CC;l 7D: IK8
MEKB: C;7D J>?DA?D= 78EKJ >EM 7 IJK:;DJ |
D=?D;;H?D= 97D 7BIE 9>EEIl; 7 IKFFB;C:;DJ7
(7D:7H?D EH J>?91 )EM J>7J C?=>J IEKD:
79JK7B <79J JE C7A; J>7J FEI1?8B; ?D CEIJ
MEKB: H;GK?H; 7 9>7D=; ?D ?DIJ?JKJ?EDT7B
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9KBJKH;I 7D: J>7J ?D JKHD H;GK?H:;I F7J?:;D
C7D7=:C:DJ :J9

2>7J 7T8EKJ 9>E?9; M?J>7?D IK8@;9J 7H;7I

$D C7DO IK8@:;9J1 I1JK:;DJI ?D J>;?H <?D78B
7 JEF?9 E< <E9KI;: H;I;7H9> " M>7J ?< M; ;N
7BBEM;: 1JK:;DJI JE I;J 9KHH?9KB7 :;<?D; J
J>;0 7D: J>;?H JKJEHI C?=>J 9EBB;9J?L;BO
IJK:;DJI DEJ EDBO B;7HD 8;JJ;H 8KJ ?D J7A
J>;Cl;BL;l ?D C7D7=?D= 71F;9J1 E< J>;?H |IJ
DEJ ~ ?DI1J;7: E< B;7HD?D= EDBO >EM JE 8;
NF;H?;D9; ?D 8;?D= H;7IED78B; 7D: H7J?ED
JE B?1J;D 7D: ;NFB7?D JE FHE®@:;9J :;1?=D 7

7H;D[J J>;I; IA?BBI J>7J C?=>J 8; E< KI; ?D
MEHA 7J >EC; ?D FK8B?9 7D: ?D FH?L7J,;
8KJ ?J H;GK?H;l EL;H7BB FHE=H7CC;l :;1?7=D

F:EFB; M?J> 7 =EE: =HEKD:?D= ?D 7 <?;B: E
97D ::9?:; M>:H; 7D: >EM JE IF:9?27B?P; 7D:
7:7TEFJ7J?EDI ?D ?DIJ?JKJ?ED7B IJHK9JKH ;I 7

/>; 2?BB;JI[ H;<EHCI >7L; DEJ>?D= JE I70
A?D:1 E< J>?D=1 />;0 7TH; DEJ 78EKJ ;NF7D:
s NF;HJ?1; EH FHECEJ?D= D;M A?D:lI E< ?DJ;t
EF;D I1JK:O />;0 7H; 78EKJ I;BB?D= ?J 7BB I
+,7HIED 7D: &7FB7D

[>; 9EDIJHK9J?L; 7BJ;HD7J?L;l J>;D B?; 7
$DI1J;7: E< FEB?90 8;?D=1>7F;: 80 L;HO =;D
ISEKB: IJ7HJ M?J> J>EK=>J 78EKJ M>7J 79JI
1?<<;H;DJ IK8@:;9JI 7D: :?<<;H;DJ FB79;1 78
?D J>; 9EDJ;NJ E< EKH 9>7D=?D= 9KBJKH; 7
KD?L;HI?JO ?1 7D: M?J> ;D9EKH7=?D= J>71]
7D: 9EBB;9J?L; />7J ;DJ7?Bl H;<EHC?D= KD
IE J>7J I1JK:;DJI 7H; ?DLEBL;: ?D :?<<;H;DJ I
i CFEM;H;: J>; B71J O;7HI >7L; I;;D FEM;H
9B7IIHEECI| E< J;79>;HI 7D: I1JK:;DJI JE E<<?
7D: C7THA;J:HI 7 1>?<J J>; 27?BB;JI H;<EHCI
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Rosemary BechlepenDemocracy

+;J;H WE>BTEDDU <EH ZJ>9KD@IKHJII?&EKG[7 BE
7=; 7D: ?J M?BB 8; >7TH: <EH 7DO H;7:;H >EN
:?17=H;; DEJ JE <;;B 7 H;7B 1J78 E< DEIJ7B=
8::D 7D 7=; M>;D 7 I9>EB7H M7I1 7 I9>EB7H 7
9B711?91 M>;D 7 FH?;1J AD;M M>7J ?J C;7DJ
7D: FH;<;HH;: FH70:H JE F;::H71JO M>;D 7
MEHA?D=C7D <;BJ IEB?:7H?JO ?DI1J?D9J?L;B
B78EKH J7A?D= FH?:; ?D >?1 [A?BBI M>;D 7
>?]1 9ECF7DO 7D: DEJ @KIJ FHE<?JI M>:;D J:
ECCEDI :;87J;: M>;D (+1 M;H; >EDEKH;: <E}
M;BB >EDEKH78B; 7 J?C; M>;D ;L;D ?< J>;
J>;0 E<J;D M;H; MEC;D AD;M J>;?H FB79; 7
701 OEK :?2:D[J 7IA M>7J ?1 7 KD?L;HI?JO <
=EE:D;Il ITA; M>7J C?=>J 8; ?J| <KD9J?ED {
7 KD?L;HI?JO

[>; <?HIJ J>?D=JE |70 ?1 J>7J ?J ?1 L;HO ;
:NFH;II?ED E< J>7J I;DJ?C;DJ DEM ?D EKH
NFH;Il;: J>; FH;IKCFJ?ED E< 7 F;H?E: J>71]
=EL;HD?D= ?DIJ?JKJ?EDI M;H; EH=7D?9 DEJ
DEJ C7:; 7D: 9EKB: J>;H;<EH; 8; <EK=>J <E
M?2J> J>; 7IIKH7D9; J>7J J>;0 NFH:ll;: M>7]

2?2J>?D J>?1 MEHB:L?;M J>,; ZC;7D?D=[ E< .
M71 B?A; J>; C;7D?D= E< B?<; " 8EJ> M;H; "I
9EKHI; J>; JH7:?J?ED7B KD?L;HI?JO J>7J +
EH?=?D7BBO 7 9B;H?97B ?DIJ?JKJ?ED />, ;:


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fourkingdom%2Fpeter-johnson%2Fis-there-conservative-in-house-in-clash-over-uks-universities-no-party-defe&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGOpLCHBPr-ltF-V_K8gzVn8FDT5g

Universities should be more inventive than the profit motive

M71 =;D;H7B 7D: DEJ B?C?J;: JE J>EI; ?DJ;D
KJ 7BB FH7?1;: ?2J JE=;J>;H 7J ;L;D?D= IED=

2; 97DDEJ H;JKHD JE J>?1 J?C; 2; 97DDEJ
H;JKHD JE ?J 2; 7TH; 7BB JEE 9EDI9?EKI| J>7
7H; IE9?7BBO C7:; $< J>:0 7H; DEJ JE 8; @
9ECF;J?J?ED J>;0 1J?BB >7L; JE 8; @KIJ?<?
M?BB 9HKC8B; <HEC B79A E< ?DD;H]8;B?;<
9ECFB7?DI 78EKJ M>7J ?1 8;?D= ?CFEI;: ED
<HEC EKJI?:; ~ 7D: H?=>JBO IE » J>;0 >7L; [

4EK 97D I;; ?D IEC; E< J>; ?DJ;DIl; :;87J3;1 7
FKHFEI; E< ;:K97J?ED J>7J >7L; ;NFBE:;: 7C
B7J;1J IJK:;DJ FEFKB7J?ED J>; H;@;9J?ED
M7DJ]JE]<;;B]JIEB?:]8KJ OEK]CKIJ]C;BJ]?DJE
J>; =BE87B C7THA;JFB79; />?1 FB79;1 J>;C E|
J>EIl; M>E |;; F7THJ E< J>; FE?DJ 7J B;71J 78I
<EH ?JI EMD I7A; '?A; I;B<]:?I9EL;HO J>?1 9
ZEKJFKJ[ ?J M7DJI 8;<EH;>7D: B;J 7TBED; :;
7L;H7=; 7TDDK7B I7TB7HO 7<J;H ED; O;7H 71 .
:DL?217=;1 [/>?] FKJI J>; IF?H?J E< J>; I1JK:;:D
J>; 9EDI;HL7J?L; 1?:; 7=7?DI1J C7THA;J <EH9;I
:;B?9?EKI ?HEDO E< +;J;H[Il ?DJ;HL;DJ?ED ¢
J>; 9EDI;HL7J?L;lI

KJ J>; :EC?D7DJ ?:;EBE=0 E< J>; 1JK:;DJ |
8, 7 JH7:?2J?ED7B IE9?7B?1J ED; J>EHEK=>B
JH7:?J?ED ;N9;FJ ?JI EMD !EH J>?1 9EDI;HL
J>:H; IKH;BO ?1 DE I;H?EKI <KJKH; 7F7HJ <F
97F79?J0O JE FH;I;HL; 7D: H;FHE:K9; ?JI;B< |
7BB IE9?7B?1JI MEKB:/HGC7)7PHI?[9BD | MB?A;
H;<B;98REDBID;IJ ";BBD;H 71 M;BB 71 J>; MEH/
7D: /IEC >?CI;Bx; _D=B?I> +EIJKCYD>; J>HKIJ
E< J>; TH=KC;DJ ~ J>7J F;EFB; >7L; JE 7JJ7!
J>:?H 9ECCKD?J?;1 7D: J>7J =BE87B?17J?ED
:?<<;H;DJ?7J?ED ™ IK==;1J1 J>7J J>;0 MED][J
E8I;HL;: J>; F>;DEC;DED J>7J F;EFB; M?BB
H;7: M>7J J>;0 7BH;7:0 7=H;; M?J> 7D: MEH

171


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Ftom-nairn%2Fprophet-redeemed&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHnOIeM3BX5u3nun39lXXfyonP-_A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Ftom-nairn%2Fprophet-redeemed&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHnOIeM3BX5u3nun39lXXfyonP-_A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fblog%2Fourkingdom%2Fthomas-ash%2F2009%2F10%2F09%2Fthe-english-postman&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE5JN5HtOEmGq7J7Jfomu4IG3j8Rw

Universities should be more inventive than the profit motive

172

>7H:;H]JE]9EC87J E8@;9J?EDI JE J>;?H MEH
J>:C JE 8; 9>7TH79J:H?1;: 71 8:0ED: J>:;: F78B:
9ECCKD?JOIJ[IlI IF?H?JK7B =7J;A;;F;HI

/[EC 7TH=K;l ?D ";BBD;H[l <EEJIJ;FI J>7J XF
J>; ;11;DJ?7B 9>7H79J;H?1J?9 E< >KC7D B?<;
8?7=J>;EH?;| E< 97F?J7B?IC 7D: =BE87B?17J
O9EHFEH7J?EDI >EM;L:H >7L; 7:7FJ;: JE J>7I
J>:?H C7I11?L; ?DL;1JC;DJ ?D :?<<;H;DJ?7J;:
FHE:K9J FB79;C:;:DJ 7D: J>; C7TD?FKB7J?ED E

$J 1;;ClI JE C; J>7J 7TDO FEB?J?97B 7D: 9KB
>71 JE :;L;BEF <EHCI 7D: C;7DI E< :;B?8;H7J
7B?;D7J;: <HEC J>; FK8B?9 +7KB #?HIJ _M>
1JK:;DJ 79J3J?2L?1JI M>;D ";?9;1J;H OD?L;HI?JO
M71 F:H>7FI J>; <?HIJ J>?DA;H JE 7H=K
?CFEHJ7DY9; E< J>; D7J?ED 1J7J; 7D: 7=7?D1
=BE87B?P7J?ED M>?B; ?DI?1J?D= 7BB J>; M
J>; FH?C7HO 7H;D7 <EH :;CE9H790 ~ <EH H;
7TH;[ ?D J>; MEHB: 71 7 M>EB; ?D J>; ED=E?LC
97BB CE:;HD?JO KJ M>7J >; H;7B?1;: M71 J:
D7J?ED >7: JE 8; <?BB;: M?J> |;9ED:7HO BE
FHEJ;9J;: 7D: IKIJ7?D;: M>?B; D7J?ED7B FE
8; J>EHEK=>BO :;CE9H7J?1;: M?J> FHEFEHJ"
:;CE9H7J?9 9EDIJ?JKJ?ED

/>;H; ?1 DE M70 879A JE +;J;H %E>DIED]I E
KD?L:HI?JO 2; D:;:;: KD?L:HI?J?:1 J>7J 7TH; 9l
FB79; 7D: HEB; 7H; 799EKDJ78B; <EH M>71J
7TDIM;H78B; <EH M>7J J>;0 <7?B JE 79>7?;L;
IJK:;DJI 7D: 1J7<< 8KJ 7BIE JE IE9?;J0 71 7
C;9>7D?I1C <EH 79>?;L?D=J>?1 ?1 DEJ JE 8;
B;71J DEJ ;N9BKI?L;BO J>; C7THA:;J J>:D ?J =
*DBO 9B;7HBO DEJ :;CE9H790 71 M; ADEM

[>?1 2?21 M>;H; ?2J 1;;Cl JE C; 71 7D EKJI?:;H
IJK:;DJ :;87J;1 J>; 7TH=KC;DJIl EL;H M>;J>;H
B;7:;HB;Il CEL;C;DJ 7H; IE ?CFEHJ7DJ $D J:



Universities should be more inventive than the profit motive

J>;H; 7TH; ESBL?EKIBO B;7:;HI EF?D?ED <EHC
FH?C; CEL;HI 7D: J>EI; M>E M7DJ JE B?1J;D
?D M?J>EKJ IF;7A?D= EH IK==;1J?D= D: M;
J>; JOH7DDO E< KD9E:?<?;: ?D<EHC7B 7D:
I JHK9JKH;B;Il 10D:?97J;1 />;1; 7TH; O;J 7DEJ
ZEH=7D?9[ :;DO?D= 7D: C71A?D=J>; 7:L7DJ7
HKD J>?D=1 8;>?D: J>; 19;D;1 =?2L?D= J>;C F
H;IFEDI?8?B?JO"

/[>; <KD:7C;DJ7B 9>7BB;D=; J>HEMD KF 80
B;7::HB:;Il CEL;C;DJ >EM:;L;:H =E:I M?:;H J>"
GK;IJ?ED ?2J H7?21;1 21 M>;J>;H J>:H; ?1 7D 7E
HKDD?D= J>?D=I1 <EH ;L;HOS8E:O 7D M; ;L
C;7Dl E< :;B?8;H7J?ED J>7J H;B;71; ;D;H=0
i DO9EKH7=; ?DL;DJ?ED 7D: ;NFBEH7J?ED 7D
9EDI;DIKI 7D: 711;DJ [/>; M70 <EHMT7H: :E:Il L
:;9?:;: 80 7 978?D;J EH 9ECC?JJ;; M>EI; ?CC
9ED9;HD 7<J;H ?J >71 J7A;D 7 :;9?I1?ED 2?1 M:
7=7?DI1J 7D: >EM M?BB JHEK8B;C7A;HI 8; C°
CEC:;DJ ?J 7BM701 ?1I ODB?A; J>; C7THA;J FE
IE9?;J7?;I7TBERBEIKH; 7D: JH?87B?IC [/>; B;<J
FHED; JE J>; 9KBJ?L7J?ED E< J>;1; A?D:I E<
H?=>J $< J>; C7THA;J ?I ;L;H JE 8; =EL;HD;:
IE9?:JO0 71 7 M>EB; ?2J D::;:1 7 ::CE9H790 E<
?l ;L;D CEH; EF;D ?DL:;:DJ?L; 7D: ;D;H=;J79 .
CEJ?L;

/>?21 7THJ?9B; EH?=?D7BBO 7FF;7H;: ?D EF;D ;CE9H790 D;J %7
>JJF MMM EF;D:;CE9H790 D;J EKHA?D=:EC HEI;C7HO]8;9>B;H
::87J;1;NFEI;1]1D;;:]<EH]D;M]7FFHE79>]JE]IE9?7B]EH=7D?I7

173


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fourkingdom%2Frosemary-bechler%2Fhigher-education-debate-exposes-need-for-new-approach-to-social-organisa&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE-kd-UF-0qSiwhYW269d5B0YxiBg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fourkingdom%2Frosemary-bechler%2Fhigher-education-debate-exposes-need-for-new-approach-to-social-organisa&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE-kd-UF-0qSiwhYW269d5B0YxiBg

| defied the Whips and voted against my government

174

| defied the Whips and voted
against my government

Trevor SmithopenDemocracy

/>; FH;L?EKI '"78EKH =EL;HDC;DJ 9ECC?II?ELI
-;FEHJ ED J>; <KJKH; <KD:?D= E< >?=>;H ;K
;87J3;: ?D J>; 'EH:I ED *QJE8;H $ H7?1;: J:
E8@;9J?EDI *D JEL;C8;H J>; E7B?J?ED ?|
B;=?I1B7J?ED JE ?CFB;C;DJ J>; HEMD; FHEF
JME CE:?<?97J?EDI J/E 8; 9EDI?IJ;DJ M?J> C
E8@;9J?EDI $ <;BJ E8B?=;: <EH J>; <?HIJ J
B?D; 2>?F 7D: LEJ; 7=7?DIJ J>; B;=?IB7J?ED

(7DO >7L; FE?DJ;: JE J>; FHE8B;C E< ?DJ;l
?D;GK7B?JO 8K?BJ ?DJE J>; HEMD; FHEFEI
?1lK; >;H; [/>; EJ>;H JME E8@;9J?EDI $ I;J E
KD?DJ:D::: 9EDI;GK:D9:1 E< HEMD: <EH J>;
E< J>; >?=>:H ;:K97J?ED [|;9JEH [>;1; M;H; ?
L;HO H;1JH?9J;: J;HCI E< H;<;H;D9;

I?HIJ $ M7HD;: J>7J 7CED= JEF]J?;H ?DI1J~
MEKB: 8; C7I11?L; H7J?ED7B?I17J?ED 7D: H;]IJ
-K11;BB "HEKF KD?L;HI?J?;1 >7L; 9BEI;: BEII]
F7HJC;DJI ?D9BK:?D= 9>;C?21JHO F>01?91
B7D=K7=;1 EL;H J>; F71J :;97:; [>?]1 JH;D: M~
7F79; .C7BB;H IF;9?7B?1J 7H;71 IK9> 71 F7B
E9;7DE=H7F>0 7D: 7TH9>?J;9JKH; M?BB 8; ;N
9KHH?9KBKC 2>7J M?BB >7FF;D JE 9EDI;HL
KD:;97?:;: [>; ;HIJM>?B; 9HEII]IK8I1?:?17J?ED
;11;DJ?27B JE J>; M>EB; Z;9EBE=0[ E< 7 KD?L
E<< 71 L?9;]9>7D9;BBEHI 7H; <EH9;: JE 87B
<E9KII?D= J>;?H ZE<<;H?D=I[ ED 9EKHI;I J>

#?=>;H :K97J?ED ?DIJ?JKJ?EDI J>7J 7H; I
871;: ED J>; IE9?7B 19?7;D9;1 EH >KC7D?J7?7;1 |



| defied the Whips and voted against my government

J>;CIl;BL;l 8;H;<J E< FK8B?9BO]<KD:;: J;79>
?1 ;L;HO H;7IED <EH ". * . J>; EKHJ7KB:
'"ED:ED OD?L;HI?JO E< J>; HJI 7D: J>; B?A;
?D:;F;D:;D9; <HEC J>; 1J7J; /EF]J?;H ED;I M
H;9HK?J ;L;D CEH; <EH;?=D F7HJ?9KB7HBO

29ED:]J?;H >?=>;H ;:K97J?ED ?DI1J?JKJ?ED
:9?2C7J:;: B:;7:?D= JE 9BEIKH;lI 7D: C;:H=:HI
8:D;<?J <HEC CEH; IJK:;DJI 9>EEI?D= J>;?H
B?L?D= 7J >EC; 8KJ J>?1 M?BB DEJ FH:;L;DJ
1;9JEH

/IE E<<I;J J>; <KBB ;<<;9J E< 8;?D= :H?L;D
FHEFEI;: 7D *N8KH=>]JOF; H;L?;M E< 7BB 7}
FHECEJ; 7 H7J?ED7B :?I1JH?8KJ?ED E< IK8@
*N8KH=> H7J?ED7B?I1;: J>; FHEL?I?ED E< =;I
O;7HI 7=E° $D 7::?2J?ED $ 97BB;: <EH J>; ?
J>H;;]J?;H J;HJ?7HO 101J;C ?D ;79> H;=?ED
&;HH ?DL;DJ;: <EH 7B?<EHD?7 ?D J>; C?:]
MEKB: C7A; <EH 7 9E>;H;DJ IO1J;C E< >?2=>:
FHEL?I?ED E<<;H?D= =H;7J;H F7THJ?9?F7J?1
GK7B?JO H;I;7H9>

[>;1;, 7D: EJ>;H 9EDI?:;H7J?EDI EK=>J ?:,7E
i N7C?D;: 80 7 CT@EH -E88?DI]JOF; ?DGK?H
TFFHE79> 7:EFJ;: 80 IK99;I11?L; =EL;HDC;DJlI
J>H;; 1;97:;1 ?21 >?2=>B0O KDI7J?I<79JEHO $J
;:K97J?ED 79HEII J>; 0& B;7L?D= ?J KDH;9E

$ >7L; D;L;H LEJ;: 7=7?DIJ CO F7HJO[!l J>H
8;<EH; KJ ?D J>?1 971; $ 9EKB: :E DEJ>?D:
KD?L;HI?JO 101J;C 7D: >?=>;H ;:K97J?ED 791
D;;: 9>7D=; 8KJ CO =EL;HDC;DJ[I H;<EHCI M
MEHI;
/H;LEH .C?J> ?1 J>; '?8;H7B ;CE9H7J MEHA?D= F;;H >; ?1 J>; <
J>; OD?L;HI?JO E< OBIJ;H />?1 7THJ?9B; EH?=?D7BBO 7FF;7H;: E

;9;C8H >JJF MMM EF;D:;CE9H790 D;J EKHA?D=:EC JH;LEH]I
;<?;:]M>?FI]7D:]LEJ;:]17=7?DIJ]CO]=EL;HDC;DJc ¢ c¢ 1];:K97J?E

175


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fourkingdom%2Ftrevor-smith%2Fwhy-i-defied-whips-and-voted-against-my-government%25E2%2580%2599s-education-policy&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGA3G5pFAHnHDZSepTFFttYqIJdcw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.opendemocracy.net%2Fourkingdom%2Ftrevor-smith%2Fwhy-i-defied-whips-and-voted-against-my-government%25E2%2580%2599s-education-policy&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGA3G5pFAHnHDZSepTFFttYqIJdcw

The Under 19s

176

THE UNDER 19s

The Education Maintenance Allowance and the
electorally disenfranchised

It was a striking aspect of the student demonstrations in London that
the presence on the streets was not, despite right-wing commentators(
suggestions to the contrary, one composed of privileged middle-class
undergraduates, dilettantes from Oxbridge aged 18-21. Because,
along with the stratospheric tuition fees rise, the Conservative-Lib

Dem coalition had announced the abolition of the Education
Maintenance Allowance (EMA), a means-tested government stipend
which had seen an increase in the numbers of students from poorer
backgrounds staying on in post-16 education. With its abolition,

many under 18s from poorer backgrounds would simply not be able to
afford to stay on to do A levels b at a time of record-breaking youth
unemployment, no less. To make matters worse, these young people
had not even had the right to vote for the coalition that was

currently selling their futures down the river b though of course, they
were old enough to pay taxes to it. OWeOQOre from the slums of London,
how do they expect us to pay £9,000 for uni fees, and no EMAE
WhatOs stopping us from doing drug deals on the streets anymore?0
one protesting teenager asked the BBC.

Whether through UK Uncut actions or at the student

demonstrations, a generation of young people barely old enough to
remember Tony Blair were learning very quickly about political
protest, and risking detention to exercise their democratic rights to do
So.
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THE STATE AND
VIOLENCE

If any illustration were needed of the establishmentOs relationship
with the democratic right to protest, it came on #dayx3. As the

tuition fees bill was passed, the Metropolitan Police kettled protesters
in Parliament Square and on Westminster Bridge for eight hours.
The next dayOs newspapers ignored the horrors of the kettle, choosing
instead to regard the brief scare encountered by Prince Charles the
Duchess of Cornwall as the dayOs only story. In the parliamentary
debate later that day, Home Secretary Theresa May reiterated in the
House of Commons three times that there had been no kettle in
Parliament Square D regurgitating, no doubt, the information passed
to her by the Met.

Tied up in this web of establishment self-preservation is a key myth:
unlike those hot-headed foreigners, British people Ojust donOt doO
protest, proceeding with calm, Whiggish decorum b though the entire
history of progress and change in this country proves otherwise.

As James Butler writes, Othe rotting sump of hereditary privilegeO
still presides over this sceptred isle. Is it any wonder that this
governmentOs ideological cuts target the poorest members of society,
when 18 of the 23 members of the cabinet are millionaires? Yet
ButlerOs phrase should not lull us into thinking the establishment is
not canny in its ability to adapt to new threats to its power: and in

the tactical brutality of the Police kettle, we have its newest
incarnation. It is up to us B as it has been throughout British history

b to stay one step ahead.



Riotous Protest B an English tradition

Riotous Protest b an English
tradition

Daniel Trilling New Statesman

HKC 7D: 8711 ?1 FB70?D= 7D: J>; 8;;H ?1 EF
>EM J>; .AO );MI FH;I;DJ;H &70 KHB;O ;D:;:
J>; I1JK:;DJ FHEJ;I1JI E< JEL;C8;H M>7?79> 9
J>; ?DL7I1?ED E< /EHO #, ED (?BB87DA ?D 9;
/>; 7<<;9J;: >EHHEH 7D: 87D7B I;DI7J?ED7B"
iDO97FIKB7J; J>; C7?DIJH;7C C;:?7 | H;79J?E
:L:;DJI

/>, D;NJ CEHD?D= 7BCEIJ ;L;HO D7J?EDT7B
FK8B?Il>;.: 7D ?:;DJ?97B F>EJE=H7F> E< 7 C7
7J ED; E< J>; FB7J; =B711l M?D:EMI J>7J B?D
E< J>; 8K?B:?D= _ M?:;H 9HEF E< J>; I7C,
EDB?D; I;L;H7YB : 701 B7J;H I>EM;: J>; C7D |
J>HED= E< F>EJE=H7F>;HI ~ #EM 9EKB: 7 FH
J>; IEDI 7D: :7K=>J;HI E< (?::B; D=B7D: 7
H;FEHJ;H FKJ ?J 8; >?2@79A;: 80 X7D7H9>7?1

[>; JHKJ> 2?1 J>7J J>; FHEJ;IJ M71 DEJ >?@
?DL7I1?ED M71 7 IFEDJ7DEKI :?IFB70 E< J>;
C7DO E< J>; F:EFB; M>E >7: JKHD;: KF
CEHD?D= (EIJ E< J>; I;L;H7B >KD:H;: J;;D7-=
JM;DJOIEC;J>?D=1 M>E IJH;7C;: ?DJE J>; <E
HEE< E< (?7BB87DA M;H; DEJ >7H:;D;: IK8L
ISEM;: J>;CIl;BL;lI 97F78B; E< :?21J?D=K?I1>?D-:
FHEF;HJO :7C7=; 7D: L?EB;D9; :?H:;9J;: 7J F
ED J>; ?:?EJ M>E J>H;M 7 <?H; ;NIJ?D=K?I>;1I
M?J> 8EEI 7D: 9>7DJI E< |IJEF J>HEM?D= I|>

2>7J | CEH; J>; 8H;7A7TM70 FHEJ;IJ;HI >7:
9E>;H;DJ FEB?J?97B C;II7=, | ED; JEB: 7 "k
73 J>; 19;D; 2; 1J7D: 7=7?DI1J J>; 9KJI ?D |

197



Riotous Protest B an English tradition

198

J>;, FEEH ;B:;HBO :?178B;: 7D: MEHA?D= F;|
7TH, 7=7?DI1J 7BB 9KJI 7D: J>; C7THA;J?17J?EL
7TH; E99KFO?D= J>; HEE< E< /EHO #, JE I>EN
J>; /EHO 101J;C E< 7JJ79A?D= J>; FEEH 7D:
/>?1 ?1 EDBO J>; 8;=?DD?D=

/[>El; MEH:I| 9EKB: FHEL; JE 8; FHEF>;J?9
CEDJ>1 71 J7BA?D= >:7:1 >7L; :;:87J;: M>:;J>;
9EKB: EH MEKB: ;CKB7J; J>; C711 FHEJ;1JI 7:
9KJI I;;D ?D 9EDJ?D;DJ7B KHEF; M; L; 8;;D
?CFH;I11?ED J>7J IE9?7B KDH;I1J ?1 IEC;J>?D-=-
BI;M>;H; [/>; FHEIF;9J E< ?JI 9HEII?D= J>;
?DLEA;: 71 ?< FK8B?9 FHEJ;IJ M;H; 7 <EH;?=
ED IKCC;H >EB?:70 F;H>7FI 7D: 8HEK=>J >
>7LE9 ?D J>; M?DJ;H CEDJ>I .JH?A;l FHEJ;
IF;9?27B?JO E< J>; IH;D9> 7D: "H;;Al IE =E;I
7D: DEJ L;HO D=B?Il> />7J | DEJ >EM M; :E

4;J D=B7D: JEE >71 ?JI EMD IK8C;H=;: >?
FHEJ;IJ ED,; J>7J IJH;J9>;]1 <HEC J>; :;CEDI,
>7HB;l $ ?D J>; | JE J>; :E9A;HI[ C7TH9>;

=7L; 8?HJ> JE J>; CE:;HD JH7:; KD?ED CEL;(
78B; .JH;;J 87JJB; 7=7?DI1J *IM7B: (EIB;O[I =
'"ED:EDJ[I 713 D: JE J>; H?EJI 7D: C711 97CF
:?21E8;:?7:;D9; J>7J =H;;J;: J>; FEBB J7N ?D

DEJ78BO J>?1 8;=7D ?D .9EJB7D: M?J> ?JI
E< FEB?J?97B :?1I;DJ° $D D=B7D: 71 ;BIl;M:
7:L7D9;1 ?D :;CE9Q9QH790 >7L; 8;;:D FKI>;: <EHI
FEFKB7H CEL;C;DJI J>7J J>; M;7BJ>0 7D: J>
F7THB?7C;DJ EH J>; FH;Il >7L; IEK=>J JE :;D"

H;FH;Il  />; J>?D= J>7J ?1 <HKIJH7J?D= J>
17BB7D9; 7KJ>EH E< -7:?297B #?1JEHO E<
J>; 1;DI; J>7J C7Il :;CEDIJH7J?EDI 7D: H?EJ

<HEC FEB?J?9I] />;0 9EC; <HEC J>; 17C; IEK
:NJ;DI?ED E< J>; A?D: E< FEB?J?97B :;L;BEF
7H; F7THJ E< FEB?J?91 " <EH ;N7CFB; FEB?J"
;B;9J?EDI 7D: ;B;9J?ED;;H?D=



Riotous Protest B an English tradition

17BB7D9; | FE?DJ ?1 M;BB ?BBKIJH7J;: 80
LEJ;lI E< J>; J> 7D: J> 9:DIJKH?;I J .J +;J
(7D9>;1J;H ?D 7 F;79;<KB 9HEM: DKCS8:H

711;C8B;: JE I;; J>; H7:?297B FEB?J?9?7I
::C7D: KD?L;HI7B IK<<H7=; .EB:?:HI 9>7H=;
>SEHI;879A A?BB?D-= F:EFB; 7D: ?D@KH?D
+;J;HBEE C7I1179H; 71 ?J 8;97C; ADEMD ?2DI|
FE;C [/>; (7IGK; E< D7H9>0 M?2J> ?JI1 ;N>E

-?21; B?A; B?EDI 7<J;H IBKC8;H $D KDL7DGK

$J 1;;C;: 71 ?< >?1 97BB >7: 8;;D >;:::: 7 .9
M>:D ?D 7<J:H J>; #EKI|; E< 'EH:I LEJ;:
-;:<EHC ?BB 7 DKC8;H E< 9?2J?;1 ;HKFJ;: ?D
YEJJI?D=>7C 71JB; M7l 8KHD;: JE J>; =HEKD:
C;D 7THC;: M?J> CKIA;JI JEEA EL;H J>; IJH;;J

J>; <?HIJ M7L; E< J>; >7HJ?1J CEL;C;D.
H;IKBJ?D= ?D 7 =;D;H7B IJH?A; 71 J>; 97CF°
:;87J;: M>;J>;H JE 97BB 7 D7J?ED7B >EB?.7
JE F7THB?7C;DJ M7l H;@:;9J;:

KJ ?2J ?1 J>; IJEHO E< J>; IK<<H7=:JJ;1 M:
=H:;7J:1J ;NJ;DI?ED E< :;CE9H790 ?D H?J?I>
I>SEMI J>; 9HK9?7B HEB; :?H:;9J 79J?ED 97D
CEL;C;DJ $D M;BB EL;H 7 GK7HJ;H E< 7
7JJ;D:;: 7 '"ED:ED H7BBO M;7H?D= H?88EDI
M>?J; 7D: =H;;D 9EBEKHI E< J>; 2EC;D | .E9
OD?ED .0OBL?7 +7DA>KHIJ B7J;H :;I9H?8;: ?.
C:;;J?D= ;L;H ADEMD O0;J ?J M71 EDBO ED; =«
97CF7?=D J>7J ?D9BK:;: EJ>;H CEH; 9EDJ;DC
79J?L?I1C

/>; IK<<H7=;JJ; (TH=7H;J />EC71 H;9EKDJ;:
7TKIJEB8?E=H7F>0 E< >EM C?B?J7D90 >7:
‘H7K=>J E< <H;I> 7?H ?DJE EKH B?L;l $J =7
;D;H=0 ?J =7L; KI J>7J |;DIl; E< 8;?D= IEC; |
E< J>?D=l M?J>EKJ M>?9> DE >KC7D 8;?D=
C7:; KI <;;:B M; M;H; F7THJ E< B?<; DEJ @KIJ

199



Riotous Protest B an English tradition

200

=7L; K| >EF; E< <H:;:EC 7D: FEM;H 7D: EFFE
DEJ>?D= 97D IJEF J>?1 CEL:C:DJ

/[>?1 ?1 DEJ JE FHECEJ; L?EB;D9,; 71 7 FH;<
IEBKJ?ED $D I>EHJBO 7<J;H 7DJ?]17?;JL
.;CEDIJH7JEHI ?D (7H9> E< J>7J O;7H FHEJ;
L?EB;DJ 7117KBJ ED $D:E9>?D7 >7: 7JJ;CFJ;
;C87110 ?D "HEIL;DEH .GK7H; 7D: >7: 8;;D 9>
CEKDJ;: FEB?9; J>; 9KBJKH7B 9H?J?9 -70C
F7TH7BB;Bl M?J> J>; 1?9JEH?7D ;H7 $D >?I
4,7HI E< KBJKH; 7D: D7H9>0 2?BB?7CI H;
EKJH7=; J>7J <EBBEM;: J>; L?EB;D9; J>7J ;}
7JJ;CFJ ?D %KBO 80 J>; -;<EHC ";7=K; N\
97CF7?=D;: <EH J>; H?=>J E< MEHA?D=]9B7I
>EB: 7 :;CEDIJH7J?ED ?D #0O:; +7HA ?D '"ED:I

O9HEM: E< MEHA;HI 9EDL;H=;: ED (7H
EDBO JE <?D: J>; =7J;1 E< J>; F7THA BE9A;: °
FEB?9; (EIJ E< J>; :;CEDIJH7JEHI JHK:=;: H

IH7<7B=7H .GK7H; 8KJ 7 IC7TBB;H =HEKF 1J7
H?FF;: KF J>; FTHA H7?B?D=I1l [/>; H?EJ;HI H
<BEM:HS8;:I H79:: EL;H J>; <EH8?:::D JKH<
7J >EKI;l1 ?D KFF;H]9B711 ;B=H7L?7 (7DO B~
J>; J?C; M;H; >EHH?<?;: (7JJ>;M HDEB: J>
B?J;H7HO 9H?J?9 ;D9EKH7=;: >7THI> 79J?ED
+7HA H?EJ;HI />; =EL;HDC;DJ >; 17?: >7: 7
7D7H9>0 7D: :?IEH:;H 8;97KIl; M?J>EKJ EH:
DE IE9?;J0 7D: M?J>EKJ IE9?;J0O J>;H; 97D
F:H<;9J?ED

2?BB?7CI1 DEJ;: J>7J I1?C?B7H B7D=K7=; M7
7=7?DI1J J>; "HEIL;DEH .GK7H; FHEJ;IJEHI #
J>;H; M71 7D ?DJ;BB;9JK7B IB;?=>J E< >7D:
E< :?H;9J 79J?ED />;0 EL;HBEEA;: EH E8I9K
97KI;l E< FK8B?9 7D=;H $D:;;: ?D J>: H
B7H=;BO 1K99;IlI<KB C;:?7 >01J;H?7 78EKJ J
C;7DJ J>7J ED; >;B: ?D "HEIL;DEH .GK7H; J>
7TKIJKCD >7: 7 <7H CEH; IK8:K;: 9>7TH79J;H



Riotous Protest B an English tradition

$D J>; 9KHH;DJ 9EDJ;NJ ?J ?1 DEJ78B; J>]
<H:I> <HEC 7 JH?F JE >?D7 M>:H; >;: >7: 8:;
FH;79>?D= >KC7D H?=>J1 7BJ>EK=> DEJ JE
C?=>J IEKH JH7:; H;B7J?EDI" C7:; DE 1?=D?
J>; (?BB87DA ?DL7I?ED KDJ?B 7 =HEKF E< B
"EB:IC?J>1 EBB;=; ?D IEKJ> 'ED:ED FH7?I;:

C7=D?<?9;DJ :;CEDIJH7J?ED [>;?H JH7DI=
8HEK=>J IM?<J 9ED:;CD7J?ED <HEC EMDZ?D
FE?DJ EKJ J>7J J>; H:;7B L?EB;D9; ?D J>7?1 |
JE 7 IC71>;: M?D:EM 8KJ JE J>; ;1 JHK9J?L;
9KJI | 2?BB?7ClI MHEJ; [>; 7JJ79>C;DJ JE
?D<EHC;: TH=KC;DJ JE 9EDI?:;H;: FK8B?9 :;
IEC;J>?D= CEH; J>7D 7D ;710 H>;JEH?97B 9t
FH79J?9;1 E< :;CEDIJH7J?ED 7D: :?H;9J 79J~

/>, FE?DJ <EH 2?BB?7CIl M7I| DEJ JE 9;B;8
?JI EMD I7A; 8KJ JE H;IJEH; 7 I;DI; E< FHEF
:?219KII?ED E< FHEJ;IJ _71 >; DEJ;: ?D 7 :?2<<
B71J H;7BBO L?EB;DJ :;CEDIJH7J?ED $ M;DJ
->?D; ?D Y 7D: JE I>EM >EM ?J >71 8;9EC
J>EI; FE?DJI M>;H; JHKJ> 7D: H;71ED 7D: 71
1I01J;C7J?97BBO 8BE9Y9A;: #7L; M; H;79>;: J>
7=7?D *H :E;l H;9;DJ >?1JEHO J;79> KI >EM
?=DEH; FEFKB7H FHEJ;IJ <J;H 7BB /EDO |
JE :?IH;=7H: J>; JME C?BB?ED M>E C7H9>;:
M7H ?D D: M>?B; J>; 7DJ?]97F?J7B?1J |
8::D 7 <:;:7JKH; E< JI>:; F71J3 :;97:; >7L; =7J>:H
J>;0 >7L; 8;;D C7THA;: 80 7 IJH7D=;BO M;?=>
97HD?L7B;IGK; <;;B 7 9;B;8H7J?ED E< 7 97K
FEB?J?97B :?H;9J?ED M>?9> J>; 9H?J?9 (7}
3 19H?8;: 71 <;;B=EE: <;;B87:

/> 1J;:H;EJOF; J>7J J>; D=B?I1> :ED J H;7B
?2l @KIJ J>7) 7 1J;H;EJOF; KJ ?J ;N?I1JI <E
(TH=7H;J />7J9>;H | 7117KBJ ED EH=7D?1;: B’

I ?D9BK:?D= J>; <7CEKI 87JJB; E< *H=H;
C?D;HI[ 1JH?A; E< 7D: >;H :;B?8;H7J; ;I

201



Riotous Protest B an English tradition

202

?D:KIJH?;1 J>7J <;: J>; KD?EDI FHEJ;IJ >71
/[>?1 >71 =ED,; >7D: ?D >7D: M?J> 7 H;?=D?D=
J>;H; ?I DE 7BJ;HD7J?L; JE J>; D;EB?8;HT7E

Kl JE J>; <?D7D9?7B 9H7I1> E< $D J>; ME
J>;EH?1J 'H;:H?9 %7C;IED M; >7L; 8;;D B?L?~
?D M>?9> ?J >71 I;;C;: ;71?;H JE ?2C7=?D; J>

2 J:H?EH7J?ED E< J>; ;7HJ> 7D: E< D7JKH; J
E< B7J; 97F?J7B?I1C

OD?L;HI?JO H;<EHC ?1 7 9B;7H ;N7CFB,; E<
[JH7?2J@79A;J $J M71 ?D?J?7J3;: 80 7 '"7T8EKF
DEM 8;?D= 97HH?;: J>HEK=> 80 J>; EDI;HL7
>;BF E< J>; '?8;H7B ;CE9H7JI 7 F7THJO J>7.
I;7J1 ED 7 9B;7H FB;:=; JE EFFEI; ?J

#EM;L;H 71 7 FEB?J?97B 79J?L?1J M>E M7l
J>HEK=> J>; :EEH 7J (?BB87DA :;I19H?8;: ?J .

JEL;C8;H M71 7 =7C,; 9>7D=;H y<EH; J>; FF
9ECC;DJ7JEHI ED J>; 9;DJH;]B;<J 1K9> 71 J:
+EBBO /EODS8;; ?D?J?7BBO :?I1C?Ill;: ?D 7:L7

C?::B; 9B7I1l 7D: J>;?H FB?=>J ?DI?=D?<?9"
J>; ;L713J7J?ED J>7J ?1 78EKJ JE 8;<7BB 8;D
JEM ;L;D J>; H?=>J H;9E=D?1;1 J>7J J>; 7JJ
M71 78EKJ CEH; J>7D @KIJ ?D9H;71;1 ?D JK?
I[EODS8;; >;HI;B< FH7?I1;: J>; IJK:;DJI 7D: @E~"
FHEJ;I1J 7=7?DI1J J7N 7LE?:7D9; 2H?J?D= ?D
L;:D?D= .J7D:7H: J>; :70 7<J;H J>; FHEJ;IJ
<?D7D9?7B 9EBKCD?I1J >H?] B79A>KHIJ M7
?D9H;71?D= =7F 8;JM;;D H?9> 7D: FEEH ?D
FEFKB7H <KHO [>; J;CF;H7JKH; ?1 H?1?D= "
MHEJ; BH;7:0 M; L; >7: IJH?A;l <HEC J>;
<?H;<?=>J;HI 7D: DEM IJK:;DJI 7TH; J7A?D=
=HEKFI 7H; B?A;BO JE <EBBEM IK?J ?21IKI
<EH CEH; O;1J;H:701 [/>; FEB?9; M?BB KD:E¥
FH;F7H;: KJJ>7J ?1 DEJ JE I70 J>;H; MED
J>7J J>; H7=; ?| =E?D= JE :?I7FF;7H



Riotous Protest B an English tradition

/>El; ED J>; H?=>J E< J>; '"7T8EKH +7HJO >7
M7J9>;: J>?1 IJEHO KD<EB: M?J> :?1=KIJ [/>;

H:JKHD JE J>; ;7HBO | M>:D J>;: B:<J M7I
:B;:9JEH7BBO :;IF?J; J>; 7TD=;:H 7J [/>7J9>;H
?1l DEJ J>; | KDB?A:; />7J9>:H J>: 9E7B?.

FEFKB7H IKFFEHJ M?J> J>; I;BB]E<< E< 9EK
KJ?B?J7?;I

<J;H 7BCEIJ J;D O;7HI E< IB7K=>J;H ?D <
$H7G J>;H; ?1 CK9> B;Il 7FF;J?J; <EH !7BAB
/>; >K=; F;HIED7B M;7BJ> E< J>; 9KHH;DJ 97
7C,HED | ?D1?13;D9; J>7J M, H; 7BB ?D J>?

>EBBEM l '?1>;H MHEJ; H;9;DJBO J>7J IBE
JE 8; 7 F>H71; J>7J 9EC;I JE >7KDJ J>; /EH?
'"7T8EKH ?ID J MEHA?D= :E==;: '"7T8EKH <EH

E< J>?1 A?D: 8;?D= <EH9;: J>HEK=> 80 7 97!
7D: C?BB?ED7?H;I C7A; 8HKJ7BBO 7FF7H;DJ
J>73 J>; );M '"7T8EKH =EL;HDC;DJ E8<KI97J;:
HKB?D= 9B7I11 J;BBI KI J>7J M; H; 7BB ED J°
IKH; 1?=D J>7J M; 97D >KHJ J>;C

-7J>;H J>7D :?1C?11?D= FHEJ;IJ;HI 71 /HEJ
7TD7TH9>7?1J1 71 7THEB?D; 'B?DJ :?: ED ,K;IJ

'"T8EKH +7HJO I>EKB: I;;A JE =?L; 7 FTHB?7C
J>?1 :?19EDJ;DJ | <EH J>; 7DJ?]9KJI CEL;C
D;;:1 21 KD?JO 7D: J>; H;9E=D?J?ED J>7J 7 }

?D9BK:?D= FHEJ;IJI [JH?A;I 7D: :?H;9J3 79J7
D;9;117HO [/>; FH;I1?:;DJ E< J>; )7J?ED7B 0D
7THED +EHJ;H M>E :701 8;<EH; (?BB87DA M"
:;9B7H;: >?1 IKFFEHJ <EH :?H;9J 79J?ED >7
9ED:;CD;: J>; 79J?ED 71 :;IF?9788B, 2>7J >
M>E 7H; KDIKH; 78EKJ J>; 9EHH;9J M70 JE <
I>EKB: 71A J>;CI;BL;I ?I MEKB: 7DOED; >7L;
b CEDIJH7J?ED EJ>;HM?I;

*H?=?D7BBO FK8B?Il>;: ?D J>; );M .J7J;IC7D 71 Zz*< KBJKH; 7D:
>JJF MMM D;MIJ7J;1C7D 9EC KAJFEB?J?9I FHEJ;1J]79.

203


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newstatesman.com%2Fuk-politics%2F2010%2F11%2Fprotest-action-cuts-britain&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHhWsEqwSsAkqccbnBSPmqmdbH2Bg

Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

204

Sharing The Pain: The
emotional politics of
austerity and its opponents

Jeremy GilberNew Statesman

Keep Calm and Carry On?

X&;;F 7BC 7D: 7HHO *DY M71 J>; <7I>?EDT7E
?HED?9 97J9>F>H7I1; <EH +>71; *D; E< J>; |?
FEFKB7H?JO 71 7 CEJ?< <?HIJ ED FEIJ;HI 7LC
9ED9;?L78B; A?D:. E< C;H9>7D:?I; F;7A;: :KH
<EBBEM?D= J>; 9H?J?97B CEC;DJ ?D .;FJ;CE&


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newstatesman.com%2Fuk-politics%2F2010%2F11%2Fprotest-action-cuts-britain&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHhWsEqwSsAkqccbnBSPmqmdbH2Bg

Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

''>C7D HEJ>;H 9EBB7FI;: 7D: J>; ;DJ?H; ?D.

87TDA?D=101J:C J::J:H:: ED J>; ::=;: E< 7D 78
/;9>D?97BBO ?J M71 7 F?:;9; E< DEIJ7B=?9
>EC: E<<?9; FEIJ:H :;1?=D;: ?D <EH KI; ?

?DL7:;: J>; 0& +H;IKC78BO M>?B; J>;H; MEK
<?=>J?D= ?D &;DJ J>;H; MEKB: >7L; 8;;D 7D
<EH FHE:K9J?ED ?D '7D971>?H; 7D: ?J M71 F
C?D: />; FEIJ;H M7I1 D;L;H :?21JH?8KJ;: :KH?I
M71 H;:?I9EL;H;: 7D: H;FHE:K9;: <EH ?JI 9EC
8:9EC?D= 7 FEFKB7H ?HED?9 :;9EH7J?E
MEHAFB79;l :KH?D=J>; ;7HBO O;7HI E< J>;
$J[I 7 FEM;H<KB ?C7=; ED J>; ED; >7D: 7 9
EKJCE:;: ;NFH;II?ED E< ZJH7:?J?ED7B[ D=B
EJ>;H >7D: 7D ;N7CFB; E< ;CEJ?ED7B ;N>EH
1J7J; M>EIl; 7TBCEIJ *HM;BB?7D JED;I H;D:;H
7TD79>HED?1J?9 7D: L7=K;BO 1?D?1J;H

/>; F;9KB?7H?JO E< IK9> 7 IBE=7D ?D JE:7
NM>;H; M; 7TH; 7BB IKFFEI;: JE L7BK; Z;CEJ~
H;J?9;D9; 7D: 97BC H;IEBL; ~ 7D: ?JI 7TFF7H;
<79,; E< J>; F;HF;JK7B 9H?I?1 E< B7J; 97F?J"
yDEK=> JE H7?1; 7 1C?B; ?D 7DOED; KJ ?J[I
s DEK=> <EH J>7J JE ;NFB77?D ?JI ;NJH7EH:?I

KD:;HIJ7D: J>; B7JJ;H $ IK==;1J M; >7L; JE
?D M>?9> J>?1 IBE=7D ~ ZA;;F 97BC 7D: 97H
7D: :NFH:IlI;l F;:H<:;9JBO J>: F7/TH7C:J:HI 7D: ¢

‘B:C:DJI E< J>; M>EB; 7<<:9J?L; H;=?2C; J>HI
:CEJ?ED7B H;IFEDI;I JE J>; 9H?I1?| E< D;EB?
EH=7D?I1;: 80 FEM;H<KB <EH9;1 JE:70

*D J>; ED; >7D: J>; F>H7I1; :;B?8;H7J;BO ;L
=;D;H7B >?1JEHO E< D=B?I> |7D= <HE?: 7D:
M>:D J>?1 D7J?ED7B 9>7H79J;H?1J?9 2?21 M?:;
8:;D CEIJ 9HK9?7B ?D J>; L;HO IKHL?L7B E<
7JJ;CFJ;: )7TP? ?DL7I?ED M7I >;B: E<< 80 L?
:2J;HC?D7J?ED 7D: ?CCEL78?B?JO E< 7 >?11J
9EDI;HL7J?L; H?J?1> F;EFB; *D J>; EJ>;H >

205



Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

206

J>; FEIJ;H M71 :;1?=D;: <EH KI; ?D J>; ;L;DJ
":HC7D B7D:?D= M>?9> D;L;H >7FF;D;: M?J:
J>7J ?J C?=>J IK99;;: ?D 8;9EC?D= 7 IK99;lII
B;:D:l 23 7 9;HJ7?D EJ>HMEHB:BO GK7B?JO
7DEJ>;H FEII?8B; MEHB: M>?9> :?: DEJ 9EC;
9EKB: GK?J; 9ED9;?L78BO >7L; :ED; KJ J>7
I;;Cl EDBO JE H;?D<EH9; J>; IBE=7DJ[l FEJ;D
:?2C?D?1>?D= ?J 80 L?HJK; E< ?JI KDH;7B?JC
.KH;BO ?J[I ?D:?97J?L; E< J>; <79J J>7J J>;
J>?1 F7THJ?9KB7H F?;9; E< FH;];CFJ?L; FHEF
IEC;J>?D= CEH; J>7D J>; 7TFF7H;DJBO H7J>;
FKHFEHJI JE ;D:EHI; IEC;J>?D= M>?9> ?1| F,;
J>7J IJE?9?IC ;L;D M>?B; ?2J C?=>J |;;:C 7J <
H7J>;H 7B?;D JE ?J />7J IEC;J>?D= $ |IK==;
F7TH7DE?7 M>79> 2?1 ?2JI;B< 9EDIJ?JKJ?L; E<
;9EDECO E< H;J?9;D9; F7I11?2L?JO 7D: 9EDJH

;=H;; E< FTH7YDE?7 9B;7HBO CEJ?L7J;: J:
E< J>; FEIJ;H ?D J>; <?HIJ FB79; ?DJ:D:;: 7
?D 7 CEC;DJ E< D7J?ED7B :;<;7J J>; L;HO F
CEH; EFJ?C?1J?9 C?D:I MEKB: >7L; H;<KlI;: J
KJ J>; ?2C7=2?D;: 19;D; M>?9> ?J 9ED@KH;I K
?D<KIl;: M?J> F7TH7YTDE?7 ED ;L;HO B;L;B 7D °
C7?DJ77?DI ?J1 1JE?9?IC ;L;D M>?B; IKHHEKD
7D 7:L7D9?D= FEJ;DJ?7BBO L?9JEH?EKI ;D;
H;7BBO ?CFB?;: ?D J>?1 ?2C7=?D7HO [9;D7H?
9ECCKD?JO ?1 IKIJ7?D;: ?D J>; <79; E< ?JI F
EDBO 80 7 M?B<KB :;D?7B E<9FHHHKD,;7B2JEDE
71 ?< DEJ>?D= >71 9>7D=;: 71 ?< JE 7:C?J JI
1?2JK7J?ED 7D: JE H;IFED: M?J> 7TFFHEFH?7J
?DL?J; ;1 JHK9J?ED

&;;F 97BC » 7DO :?IFB70 E< ;CEJ?ED 7?1 :7I
M;BB :E9KC;DJ;: J>?1 M71 7 L?;M E< ;CEJ?E
FH;L7B;DJ ?D D=B7D: 8;JM;;D J>; M7HI 7D:
H;1JH?9J;: JE ?C7=?D;: :EECI:70 |I9;D7H?EI
-Ell (9&?887?D 7H=K;I F;HIK7I?L;BO J>7J J>;



Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

J>; | E< 7 ZD7J?ED7B 9>7H79J;H[ M>EI; I.
cCEJ?ED7B H;J?9;D9; 7D: 7<<;9J?L; ?D;NFH;
9EDI;GK:D9:; E< J>; D::: <EH 7 >:=:CED?9 8K
C?::B; 9B71l JE EL;H9EC,; L;HO GK?9ABO :;;F
:?<<;H;D9;I F7HJ?9KB7HBO 8;JM;;D J>; D=
?211;DJ?D= JH7:?2J?EDI" ?D J>; <79; E< 7D ?C
8EJ> <HEC EH=7D?Il;: B7T8EKH 7D: <HEC J>; '
M>?29> I>7F;: J>7J H7 7:EFJ?D=7 8;>7L?EK
I7CFBO D7HHEM;: J>; H7D=; E< 799;FJ78B; 9
JEF?91 7D: JHEF;I JE J>; FE?DJ M>;H; DE 17?:
7DJ7=ED?ICI 9EKB: 8; =?L;D ;NFH;II?ED M?J
Z&;;F 7BC 7D: 7HHO *DJ[ I;;CI JE ;NFH;Il J>
C7?DJ7?D?D=J>7J 9E:; MEKB: 8; :L:D CEH:;

IKHL?L7B E< J>; D7J?ED J>7D MEKB: J>; 7:E
JH7:?2J?ED7B H;IFEDI; E< 7D ?DL7:;: F;EFB;

H;JH;D9>C;DJ 7D: 9EKDJ;H]7JJ79A

*< 9EKHI; $ :ED[J C;7D JE ?CFBO <EH 7 CI
J>; F;EFB; M;7H?D= ZA;;F 97BCJ[ J]I>?HJI EL
E< O;7HI >7L; 8;;D =;DK?D;BO I?CFBO DEIJ7
D=B?1> Z1J?<< KFF;H B?F[ KJ J>;0 M;H;[J
:?2J>;H [>; ?HED?9 7FF;7B E< J>EI; I>?HJI 9
J>; F;H9;?L;: IFB?J 8;JM;;D ED J>; ED; >7D.:
?CFEII?8?B?J0O E< 79JK7BBO C7?DJ7?D?D= |
?D J>; 9>7TEJ?9 C7;BIJHEC E< 9EDJ;CFEH7H(
ED J>; EJ>:H >7D: J>; H:9E=D?J?ED E< J>;
>7L; JE JHO JE A;;F EKH I7D?JO KD:;H IK9>
M; 7TH; JE =E ED <KD9J?ED?D=7J 7BB [>?1] °
M; <?D: EKHI;BL;lI ?D M>;D M; H;7B?1; J>7J ]
JE ZA;;F 97BC 7D: 97HHO EDJ[ ?I ?D9H;71?D=
9ECF;J?J?L; FH;IIKH; ?DJ;DI?<?;1 7J ;L;HO B
C7THA;J A;;F 97BC 97HHO ED ~ EH BEI; OEK
H7J?D= B?<;W"~ 8KJ J>7J ?J ?1 FH;9?1;BO J:
J>; C7THA;J C7A?D= J>:1; :;C7D:1 ED KI JE H;
M>?9> 7BIE H;D:;HI J>;C ?CFEII?8B; JE C;:J

207



Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

208

2?J>EKJ 7 9;HJ7?D =;DK?D; ?:;DJ?<?97J?E
s N>EHJ7J?ED JE ZA;;F 97BC[ 7D: ?JI ?CFB?~?
<EH9; H;GK?H;: JE H7?Il; J>; H;GK?I?J; IC?B
8; GK?J; B79A?D= | IK9> $[: M7DJ JE ?DI?]
:;=H;; E< =;DK?D; DEIJ7B=?7 ~ 7B8;?J <EH 7
E< F713 ?DI1J7D9;l ~ ?2CFB?9?J ?D J>; |>;;H ;I
M>?9> |[E C7DO 9EDIKC;HI >7L; F7THJ?9?F7J;
7TFF7H;DJBO ?HED?9 H;L?L7B 7 D;L;H]KI;: E<
J>EIl; 9EDIKC;HI $ MEKB: FEIJKB7J; C70 8;
?21 IEC;J>?D= ?D9H;71?D=BO 78IKH: 78EKJ J>
9EKB: I?CFBO ZA;;F 97BC 7D: 97THHO EDJ[ ?D
9EDIKC;H 97F?J7B?IC 71 M; ADEM ?J 8KJ $
J>;0 7TH; =;DK?D;BO ;NFH;II?D= 7D 7KJ>;DJ?
9EKB: JJ>; 17C; J?C; 7 9;HJ7?D ;B;C;DJ E
J>; >?2IJEH?97B CEC;DJ M>;D IK9> IBE=7DI 9
CEH; J>7D ?HED?9 M>:;D 1J7J;1 =EL;HDC;DJ
9ECCKD?J?;1 9EKB: H;7B?1J?97BBO ;NF;9J J
JE=;J>;:H ;L;D ?D J>; <79; E< C7T@EH ;N?1J;:D
9;HJ7?DBO FH;I;DJ >;H; 7TBIE

$J ?1| MEHJ> H;<B;9J?D= J>;D J>7J ;L;D M
I;;C;: JE 7TFF;7H ;L;HOM>;H; 71 7 ICK=BO 1|;B-*
79ADEMB;:=;C;:DJ E< J>; :NJH7EH:?D7HO D7.

] A;;F?D=97BC 7D: 97THHO?D= ED ?I FH;¢
:C;H=;DJ CEL;C;DJ 7=7?DI1J =EL;HDC:;DJ 9KJI
M; ISEKB: DEJ :E &;;F?D= 97BC 7D: 97HHO?
>EM J>; 9E7B?J?ED M7DJI KI JE 8;>7L; 78EI
FK8B?9 |I;9JEH @E8 .J70 97BC H;JH7?D =E
FH?L7J; I;9JEH 8EKJ JE BEI; J>; H?=>J JE

:K97J?ED );L;H C?D: ~?J MED[J C7A; 7DO
$D J>?1 9EDJ;NJ =;JJ?D= ;N9?J;: 7D=HO >I
F711?ED7J; 7D: ?DIF?H;: ~ 71 FHEJ;IJ;HI >7L;
7THEKD: J>; 9EKDJHO <EH J>; F71J <;M M;;Al
J>; 9E7B?J?ED :E;I DEJ M7DJ KI JE :E

2, 7TH; 9KHH;DJBO <79?D= 7 >?1JEH?9 7I117K
E< H?J?1> IE9?7B :;CE9H790 » M>?79> M71 °~



Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

FHE:K9J E< J>; ;NF;H?;D9; E< J>; I;9ED: MEI
J>; M;B<7H; I1J7J; M71 TH=K78BO J>; ?DI1J?JK
J>L?=EHEKI ?D9BKI?L; ;NF7DI?L; EFJ?C?I
H?J?1> D=B?I>D;Il M>?9> MED J>; M7TH 7=17
78HE7: 7D: J>; IJHK==B; 7=7?DI1J F;J?J]8EKF
SEC; | IK9> J>; KI; E< J>?1 IBE=7D <HEC J>;
22%$% 7:L?1?D= 97BC H;I?=D7J?ED ?D J>; <7
FH;9?1;BO J>; CEC;DJ M>;D M; I>EKB: 8; 8;9|
7D=HO ?D :;<;D9; E< J>; B;=790 E< J>7J 17C
>EM;L;H ?HED?97BBO ?DJ;D:;:

/>; IBE=7D 97D 8; I;;D 71 7D ;NFH;II?ED E<
E<<?9?7B 9KBJKH; E< :;<;7J?I1C 7D: 7TFF;71;C
9EDJ?DK;: 7<J;H >7C8;HB7?DJ[I :;9B7H7J?EL
I;9ED: J>; <79J J>7J ?J M71 FH;F7H;: <EH 7
>7L?D= 79JK7BBO J7A;D FB79; $< M; <71J <
19;D7H?E JE EKH EMD J?C; ?J IK==;1J1 J>71
<;;B M; >7L; ?D:;;: DEM 8;;D ?DL7:;: _B;J[I I
E< 7TH=KC;DJ 80 ?DJ;HD7J?ED7B 9EHFEH7J?
EKH 87DA?D= M7J;H ;B;9JH?9?2J0O 7D: =71 Il
>7L; JE 799;FJ J>7?1 ?D J>; IF?H?J E< 7FF;71
?J :NFH:Il;1 7 FHE<EKD: I;DIl; E< J>: 197B: 7L
?CC?D;DJ :;<;7) *< M>7J *< J>; M;B<7H; 1J°
M71 J>; H?J?1> F;EFB;[l FH?P; <EH M?DD?D:

$J ?1 IKH;BO ?CFEHJ7DJ J>7J J>; IBE=7D E

:7THB?:1J F>71;: E< J>; M7H 8:<EH: >KH9>?7?BB
B;7::HI>?F M?J> 7 GK?J; :?7<<;H;DJ H>;JEH?¢

J>;CY 7D: X8BEE: 1;7) 7D: J;7HIY O 9EDJH
7D: 7THHO *DY J7A;1 KI 879A JE J>; FEB?J?9
J>; I A 1355 F;0 71?23 M71 ?D 1?9JEH?7D B?E€

H;IEBKJ; 7DJ?]IE9?7B?IC >KH9>?BB >?CI;B
?CF;H?7B?1J 7D: 7DJ?]IE9?7B?1J KJ E< 7 G
#?1 27CFHE878B; 8KJ >?IJEH?97BBO 9HK9?7B
E< 7 =EL;HDC;DJ M71 C7:; FEII?8B; ?D:;;: ?2.
KFED 80 J>; '"7T8EKH B;7:;HI E< J>7J =;D;HT7.
8; J>; A;0 <?=KH;I E< J>; 0&[I =H;7J;1J H;<E

209



Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

210

=EL;HDC;DJ ] $1 ?2J ?DJ;H;1J?D= JE 9EL
E< H;IEBKJ; <;7HB:;Il I1JE?9?IC M>?9> >KH9
8H?BB?7DJBO M?J> J>; F7TH7DE?7 7D: F:11?C
>7L; 9>7TH79J:H?Il;: E<<?9?7B 7JJ?2JK:;l :KH?

J>; M7TH E< M>?9> ZA;;F 97BC 7D: 97HHO EI
sNFH;II?ED 7D: JE H;<B;9J J>7J IEC;J>?D= "~
JH7DI?J?ED <HEC ED; JE J>; EJ>;H M70 8EK
?<13?BB H7J>;H COIJ;H?EKIBO M?J> H?J7"
<HEC 7 B?8;H7B JE 7 IE9?7B :;CE9QH7J?9 1J7

%KIJ ?C7=?D; M>7J MEKB: >7L; >7FF;D;: ?<
?HED?9 >7B<]:;IF7?H?D= CE8?B?I17J?ED E<
>7.1;;D IEC; FK8B?9 CE8?B?I17J?ED E< J>; II
3J;HC?D7J?ED JE KD?J; J>; 9EKDJHO 7=77?D
971; J>; J>H;7J JE EKH M70 E< B?<; FEI;: 8
97FH?9; E< ?DJ;HD7J?ED7B <?D7D9;  M>?9>
ED J>; 871?11 E< 7 H7:?97B D;M ;=7TB?J7H?7D"
>7: M7DJ;: 7 Z >KH9>?BB?7D HEB;[ J>?] MEK
H;IJ =;J1 ?D J>; M70°

(EH; ?CFEHJ7DJ 1I;;D <HEC J>?1I| F;HIF;9J7?1
97BB JE X!'?=>J 79A Y ?1 7 >KH9>?BB?I1J H;
E7B?J?EDJ[Il 7JJ79A ED J>; M7THJ?C; 7D: FEI.
$J ?1 J>; FHEJ;IJEHI M>E 7H; |I70?D= X2:; I>
?21B7D: M>7J;L;H J>; 9EIJ C70 8; 2; I>7BB <
8:79>:1 M; I>7BB <?=>J ED J>; B7D:?D= =HE
?D J>; <?:B:l 7D: ?D J>; IJH;;JI M; I>7BB <?
I>7BB D;L;H IKHH;D:;HY M>?B; ?J ?1 J>; ETE
J>7J M; CKIJ IKHH;D:;H JE J>; 87DA;HI 7D: 7
8EDKI;l EH J>;0 M?BB B;7L; <EH IEC; EJ>;H

[>?] TH=KC;DJ >71 C7DO H7C?<?97J?EDI M:
FKHIK;: ;BI;M>;H; KJ @KI1J JE J7A,; ;:K97J?E
7L?: 2?BB;JI M7DJIlI JE ;DJH;D9> 7J J>; >;7I
>?=>;H ;:K97J?ED J>; ?D:?L?:K7B?1J CE:;B E
;CFBEO78B; I1JK:;DJ]9KIJEC;H $J 2?1 DEJ ;DE
J>?1 M?J> 7 CEH7B?1J?9 7FF;7B JE J>; JHT7:"
>KC7D?J7?;1 7D: B?8;H7B ;:K97J?ED 2?J>7?7D



Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

JH7:?2J?ED ?J >71 7BM701 8;;D 71IKC;: J>7J J
7?7C E< ;:K97J?ED ;TIFEBMB B O®I?1L " 7D: KDB; Il
97D C7A; 7 FK8B?9 7TH=KC;DJ J>7J H;1J7J;1 J
M>?B; 7<<?HC?D=J>; ?D:?I1IEBK8B; 9EDD;9J
:CFEM;HC:;DJ 7D: J>; I>;:H 9H:;7J?L; FB;71KH
::K97J?ED I>EKB: ;DJ7?B ~ J>;D M; C?=>J 71
FHEJ;1J?D= 7D: =E >EC,;

[>?1 ?21 7 9HK9?7B FE?DJ 8;97KIl; ?2J ?1 ?D .
J>; ?DJ?C7J; 9EDD;9J?ED 8;JM;;D 9EBB78EH
7D: H;7B 9H;7J?L?JO J>7J M; 97D <?D: J>; H
JE 9EKDJ;H J>?1 C7THA;J?1?D= JH;D: %KIJ 71
9KBJKH; » <HEC J>; 8KIO IJH;;JI JE "B71JED
J>; :7TD9;<BEEH JE J>; I;C?D7H HEEC <HEC
2EC;DJ[I $D1J?JKJ; ~ ?1 <KBB E< ?DIJ7D9;I| E=<
?DL;DJ?ED 7D: I;B<]EH=7D?I17J?ED I1E J>; D;
FEB?J?91 M>?9> ?| H;];C;H=?D= ?D J>; KD?L
7D: ED EKH >?=> IJH;;JI >71 C7DO IEKH9;I JI
?DIF?H7J?ED 7D ;DH?9>C;DJ $< M; M7DJ JE
?DIJ?JKJI?ED7B CE:;Bl M>?9> 97D ;NFH:Il J>
M>?9> 7BB E< J>:1; F>:DEC:D7 C7D?<:1J J>;
DEK=> ;L;D ?D J>; KD?L;HI?J?;1 |I?CFBO JE
GKE 9B?D=?D= JE J>; <7:;: H;:B?91| E< J> 9
.y CE9H790 -7J>;H M; M?BB >7L; JE ?D?J?7.
?DIJ?JKJI?ED7B 7D: 9KBJKH7B ;NF;H?C:;DJI N
ADEMB;:=; ?1 DEJ JH;7J;: 71 7 9ECCE:?JO 7D
M70O01I1 7D: ;D78B; D;M <EHCI E< :;CE9H7J?9 9
8:IJM;;D I1JK:;DJI 7D: J;79>;HI 7D: ?D J>; =EI
?DIJ?JKJ?EDI J>;ClI;BL;I

$ 170 27 D;M M7L;[ ~J>7J ?1 DEJ J>; I7C; 7
;DJ?H;BO D;M JOF;[ [/>;H; ?1 7 =H;7J :7D=;H
>K8H?!l ?D CK9> E< J>; H>;JEH?9 IKHHEKD:?
FHEJ;IJI 7J J>; FH;I;DJ J?C; [>;0 >7L; DEJ
FHEJ;IJI 1?D9; J>; DJ?]+EBB /7N 97CF7?=D
HEKJ?D;BO 9B7?C 7D: J>;0 >7L;D[J 9EC; 9B
FK8B?9 CE8?B?17J?ED M>?9> I7M B?J;H7BBC

211



Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

212

0& FHEJ;1J 7=7?DI1J J>; ?DL7I?ED E< $H7G L
7=E 1?HJK7BBO DED; E< J>;?H :;9;DJH7B?I;
J;9>D?GK;l 7H; D;M J>;0 7BCEIJ 7BB 8;BED
3 19H?8;: ?D :;J7?B 80 (7H?7DD; (7;9A;B8;H=
iN9;BB;DJS8EEABB E< J>; (7TDO #EM J>;
BJ;H=BE87B?17J?ED (EL;C;DJ ?I >7D=?D= 1
;CE9H790 _+BKJE /M?JJ;H >71 DEJ O:;J
:;CEDIJH7J;: ?J1;B< JE 8; 7TDO CEH; ;<<;9J7L
EH=7D?17J?ED7B JEEB J>7D :?: J>; KI; E< J;
HE7:1 FHEJ;I1J;HI ?D J>; I M>?9> ?1 DEJ .
MED[J ° 7D: J>; ?:;7Bl E< Z>EH?PEDJ7B[ 7D
F7THJ?9?F7J?L; EH=7D?I17J?ED 1JH;J9> 879A
>?1JEHO E< J>; );M ';<J JE J>; B?8;HJ7TH?7D
J> 9;DJKHO JE J>; KJEF?7D 9ECCKD?J?;I1 E

AF?J; J>; ;NJH7EH:?D7HO 9EDL;H=;D9; E<
7D: FEB?J?97B ;D;H=0 J>7J M; I7M ?D IEC; |
H;9;DJ :;CEDIJH7J?ED®;HIDZ?MKM;[L; O;J
JE I;; 7D0OJ>?D= H;I1;C8B?D= J>; :?2IFB701 E<
9EDL?L?7B?JO M>?9> 9>7H79J;H?I;: J>; 8;1J
-;9B7?C J>; . JH;;JI 79J?EDI EH E< J>; <H;;
M>?9> M71 IE 9ECFH;>;DI?L;BO 9HKI>;: 8;JM

/>; H?:?9KBEKI 8KJ 7FF7H;DJBO DEM]M
J>7J 8;?D= 97K=>J ?D 7 ZA;JJB;[ ?1 IEC;J>?L
M>;D A;JJB?D= M71 7 J;9>D?GK; :;L;BEF;: 80
C;JHEFEB?J7D FEB?9; FHRHO?2U;BO® IIHEH:;H J
FHEJ;I1JI H;C7?D?D=J>; EF;D 1?J;] E< @QEO<|
-:9B7?C J>; . JH;;JI >7: JKHD;: J>;C ?DJE ~ ?
J>7J J>; 9KHH;DJ CEL;C;DJ >71 IEC;J>?D= JI
>?I1JEHO ?< ?J ?1 JE ;197F; J>; B?C?J7J?EDI
C71E9>?IC 10C8EB?97BBO 7D: B?J;H7BBO"
79J?EDI KD:;HJ7A;D 80 0&0D9KJ 7H; :H7M?D
;L;BEF;: 80 )EHJ> C;H?97D 7DJ?]9EHFEHT7J
IK9>-7L;H;D: ?BBM™ C7DO O;7HI (7DO E< J>
J79J7?91 7D: ?:;71 7TH; ?D JKHD 7 B;=790 E< J
J>; | 7D: | IE E<J;D 8;B?JJB;: 80 ZB;<J?I


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fk-punk.abstractdynamics.org%2Farchives%2F2010_12.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEsyYbIHdn26papVakV6K1jkipHvQ
http://dan-hancox.blogspot.com/2010/12/this-is-our-riot-pow.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ui4yX17cYW0

Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents

IK9> 71 5?P;A 8;97KI; E< ?JI F7THJ?7B 9E]EF.
97F?J7B?I1C _71 ?< J>?1 9E]JEFJ7J?ED H;7BBC
?D>;H;DJ 9EHHKFJ?ED H7J>;H J>7D J>; EKJ
F7THJ?7B :;<;7J1"

$ :ED[J C7A; J>;I; FE?DJI ?D EH:;H JE 8;B?
79>7?;L;C;DJI EH JE :7CF;D J>; ;DJ>KI?7I1C E-
9E>EHJ E< FHEJ;IJ;HI 8KJ H7J>;H JE FE?DJ
D;;: <EH KI JE M71J; J?C; EH FH;9?EKI ;D;H=
J>; M>::B M>:D 7 BED= >?IJEHO E< IJHK==B;
?D<EHCI ;L;HOJ>?D= M; :E />; H;7B?17J?ED
MEHA?D= JE=;J>;H 97D JH7DI<EHC J>;?H ME
IEKH9; E< 7BB C;7D?D=<KB 9>7D=; 2?1 7J B;°
J>7J J>;0 CKIJ 8; FH;L;DJ;: <HEC :E?D= IE 8
7D: ?J ?1 ED; M>?9> >7| ?D<EHC;: 7 =H:;7J J}
FH79J?9; 7D: 9KBJKH; (K9> E< J>; MEHB: M
?JI FHE:K9J 7D: ?J1 B;=790 2; I>EKB: BEEA
<EH ?DIF?H7J?ED 7D: ?D<EHC7J?ED :;L;D M
=;DK?D;BO DEL;B HEKJ;I JE 9>7D=?D= J>; M

2>7J3 3>7?1 JH7:?J?ED J;79>;1 KI 21 9B;7H J:
<KD:7C;DJ7B ;B;C;DJI E< J>; FHE]7KIJ;H?JO
MHED= +H?L7J?I17J?ED :;FH?L7J?ED 7J ;L
_F109>?9 IE9?7B F>01?97B ;CEJ?ED7B FE
M;7AD;Il 7H; DEJ =EE: <EH K| 7D: 7H; DEJ J:
97D 8; I>7H;: $D <79J J>;H; ?| DE FB;7IKH;
FEM;H M?J>EKJ 9EBB78EH7J?ED DE 9EBB78
EF;H7J?ED 7D: ;NF;H?C;DJ />?1 2?1 JHK; ?D .
?J 21 JHK; ED J>; IJH;;J1 7D: ?J1 JHKJ> 2?1 E

%;H;CO "?B8;HJ J;79>;1 9KBJKH7B 1JK:?;1 7J J>; OD?L;HI?JO E<
H;9;DJ 8EEA ?1 DJ?97F?J7B?IC 7D: KBJKH; -7:?297B />;EHO 7D
*H?=?D7BBO FK8B?Il>;: ?D J>; );M .J7J;IC7D ;9,C8;H
>JJF MMM D;MIJ7J;1C7D 9EC 8BE=1 9KBJKH7B]97F?J7B F
K;BD: H;]JMH?JJ;D <EH J>?1 8EEA />; <KBB L;HI?ED E< J>?1 7HJ
EF;D ;CE9H790 WYDIK7THMMM EF;D:;CE9H790 D;J EKHA?D=:EC

=?B8;HJ I>7TH?D=]F7?D];CEJ?ED7B]FEB?J?9I1]E<]7KIJ;H?JO

213


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newstatesman.com%2Fblogs%2Fcultural-capital%2F2010%2F12%2Fpain-collective-coalition-uel&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHs5A1QeD80gyJzxPob1WB2BtsYqA

	Feedback on Fight Back!
	A Reader on the Winter of Protest

	Editorial Kettle
	Publishing and Design Team
	Contents
	Note From The Editor
	Foreword: A Fight For The Future
	Losing the future
	The Browne Review
	The Coalition�s collision course
	From protest to politics
	Here is why:
	The new Levellers

	Overviews
	You say you want a revolution...
	Laurie Penny:
	Rowenna Davies:
	Laurie Penny:

	From the Reactive to the Creative
	Beyond the Cuts
	The role of students
	The potential

	The Open-Sourcing of Political Activism: How the internet and networks help build resistance
	The �open sourcing� of political activism
	The potential for open source resistance in a globalized world
	The limits of recent protest movements in the UK
	The genesis of networked protest
	The birth of the student movement
	Horizontal organisation in the student movement
	Conclusion

	The Demonstrations
	Inside the Millbank Tower riots
	The Significance of Millbank
	I was held at a student protest for five hours
	Getting heard without a vote
	Trying to stay warm

	On Riots and Kettles, Protests and Violence
	The Riot
	The Kettle

	Kettled In Parliament Square
	Postmodernism in the Streets: the tactics of protest are changing
	Kettling � an attack on the right to protest
	The Occupations
	Beyond The Occupation
	At The Occupation
	30 Hours in the Radical Camera
	Why a library?
	Why occupation?
	A violent occupation?
	Who is the university?

	Interview with a Royal Holloway anarchist
	The Occupation of Space
	The Flash Mobs
	UK Uncut, taxes and direct action

	Protest works. Just look at the proof
	The philosophical significance of UK Uncut
	'Santa Glue-In' as 55 Anti-Cuts Protests Hit Tax Dodgers Across The Country
	For Immediate Release

	The Universities
	Universities in an age of information abundance
	Information wants to be free
	The rise of the university

	Britain, greet the age of privatised Higher Education � an argument and a debate
	Alan Finlayson:
	I: What is really  going on
	II: David Willetts himself

	Tony Curzon Price:
	Alan Finlayson:
	Tony Curzon Price:
	Alan Finlayson:
	Tony Curzon Price:
	Alan Finlayson:

	Where are the conservatives, as the true history of education goes undefended?
	Universities should be more inventive than the profit motive
	I defied the Whips and voted against my government
	The Under 19s
	The Education Maintenance Allowance and the electorally disenfranchised

	The real nature of the EMA debate
	IFS shoots coalition�s deadweight argument to pieces

	EMA Stories: My Brother, Charlie Martin
	EMA Stories: An umbilical cord to education
	We are not the Topshop generation
	Physically sick
	The State and Violence
	Riotous Protest � an English tradition
	Sharing The Pain: The emotional politics of austerity and its opponents
	Keep Calm and Carry On?

	The Media, the police and protest: now both sides of the story can be reported
	The military response to direct action, General Kitson's manual
	Image of the Year
	Geographies of the Kettle: Containment, Spectacle & Counter-Strategy
	The Trade Unions
	Unions, get set for battle
	Just what does the Guardian think trade unions are for?
	Comment on Keith Ewing
	The Aesthetics
	Sound and vision in the protest movement

	On [Protest] Signs & the Signified
	This is our riot: POW!
	Images of Reality and Student Surrealism
	The Generations
	Old politics and new movements

	Will the �Tens� trump the �Sixties�?
	Class conscious
	Tough choices all round
	Who's radical now?

	The New Sound of the Streets
	The Morning After The Fight Before
	Out with the old politics
	Is the students� conflict intergenerational?
	The Theory
	The Practice

	Afterwords
	Why we shouldn�t centralise the student movement: protest, tactics and ways forward
	Pot vs. kettle
	Organised autonomy, not centralised control

	What next for the UK's student movement?
	Appendices
	Campaigns and Resources
	Arts Against Cuts
	Coalition of Resistance
	Earth First
	Educational Activist Network
	False Economy
	Green and Black Cross
	Hacktivista
	Indymedia occupation archive
	Indymedia
	National Campaign Against Fees and Cuts
	Network X
	REEL News
	Right to Resist
	RiseUp
	Save EMA
	UK Uncut
	University for Strategic Optimism

	Discussion
	The Great Unrest
	LibCom
	Liberal Conspiracy
	London Review of Books
	New Left Project
	New Statesman
	OurKingdom
	The Student Journals
	The Third Estate

	Twitter
	Sixty Second Legal Check List
	Green and Black Bust Card
	Occupation Cheat Sheet
	So, you want to have an occupation?
	Choosing a location
	Formulating Demands
	Starting the occupation
	Internal Politics
	Media
	Wellbeing
	Occupation as an open space
	Supporting other occupations
	Ending the occupation
	Resources


